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Sitting in the doctor's surgery the other day waiting for ray turn to go see trie quack, 
I was idly thumbing through the usual castoff magazines and supplements when 
I came across a new cat advert depicting an obvious tattooist (a bloke in a dirty 
vest with some shakily drawn on tattoos). He was putting the finishing touches 
to a tattoo across a chap's back with the word 'Besplect'. 
The Lag line was "Time lor a swill exit?" 
To start with I wasn't too sure what to think. Was this supposed to be funny? (Not really}, 
or did it once again say more about the ad man's perception of a typical tattooist? Sadly the 
latter, I guess. Why oh why do all those in the advertising and media game think that both 
tattooists and therefore tattooed individuals are not only a bit thick (i.e: the obvious 'typo' 
mis Lake depicted in the advert} but also unable to do or expeoL a professional job? 

The more I thought about it, the more it made my blood boil with the apparent flippancy of the 
ad company to say that all those that are in the tattooing industry are that flaky; that not 
only would they be remiss enough to tattoo a design wrongly in the first place, but that 
they are also so lacking in moials that they would do the tattoo, Lake the money and run? 

Let's put Lhe boot on the other loot, metaphorically, for a moment shall 
we? Say lhe advert depioLed a surgeon with a person on the operating table; 
green sterile cloths covering most of the body except for a 
sguare patch of skin where the operation has taken place 
instruments and bloody swabs littered about the place 
You look closer and you can see the obvious shape of a 
small kidney dish left under the poor person's skin, 
where lhe hapless surgeon had aooideriLally sewn 
the article into the patient. 

Would the company still nin the 
same tag fine or indeed entertain this 
notion at all? Let's face it, many of 
us have heard of lhe odd case where 
people have spent months, even years 
walking around with various surgical 
implements inside them; it does 
happen - mercifully on very few 
occasions - and likewise lhe odd 
lauooisi can make a mis lake 
so neither side is blameless. 

So would my new version of the 
advert go to print? 1 think not. 

Why do we have to constantly justify our 
actions and choices lo Lhe uneducaLed? 

I presume it's because those in the medical 
profession are seen as good, clean, upstanding 
members of the community and tattooists aren't. 
Has the tattoo induslry ever produced 
a Crippen or a Shipman? (Okay, maybe iL has, 
but Lhey haven't been caught so far) Ye L more 
proof tattooists aren't stupid! 

I'm not trying to have a go at the medical profession 
as they do an incredible job of looking after the sick and needy. 

It's just if these ad people gave LalLooisLs the respect they 
deserve maybe lhe siigma of tattooists and La L Loos mighL improve 
in the eyes of the uneducated. We in the industry have the 
greatest of respect for the guys and girls that pick up a machine 
and permanently mark others with their stunning artwork. 

I get tired of seeing tattooing picked on. It's like 
seeing a loved one coming under attack by bullies 
& ne'ei-do -wells powered by ignorance. The biggesL 
ignorance is the damage they do to an age-old 
profession and the disrespect they show to people 
who decide to get inked. 

Maybe I'm am getting Loo worked up by this 
off the cuff advert and should dismiss iL and jusL 
take it as the usual 'oh let's make a mockery 
of out of tattooing as it is obviously 
a shady business' but in this day 
and age of supposedly enlightened 
Limes, can we noL open a magazine 
or newspaper and see sometliing 
that actually celebrates this 
wonderful, artistic and passionate 
industry that we all love? 
One day, maybe... 
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News & Reviews 



TEES FOR 
TATTOO FANS 

Love and Hate UK Is a small 
independent online business based 
in East Kilbride near Glasgow. 
Owner Alan Bowman is starting 
the web site out of his love for 
tattoo's and the fashion that goes 
with the industry. After finding it 




hard to buy tattoo designed t-shirts 

in the UK he decided to start up a web site and start off selling 
t-shirts, hoping to grow and sell other merchandise in the future. The 
t-shirts are designed by great tattoo artists such as Robert Atkinson, 
Tim Hendricks and Hori Yo. In the future Alan would like to stock 
merchandise from UK based artists and is working on his own shirts 
with the help of tattoo artist Gillian at Infinite Ink, based in Hamilton. 
Alan plans to take the business round the tattoo conventions in the 
UK by the end of the year. The site will be up and running by the end 
of May tliis year, look out for his site: www.ioveandflateuir.co.iik 




Seen an interesting clipping in the press? Got something that 
you'd like reviewed or featured? Got some spare chocolate or beer? 
Send them to: Skin Deep, The Old School, Higher Kinnerton, Chester 
CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL: eriitor@skindeep.co.uk 
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K2R 

NEW HEIGH 

Anth from K2 tattoo studio can announce 
the opening of his new purpose built 
studio to offer you, the public the best 
tattooing experience in Yorkshire. Anth 
and his crew have spared no expense in 
fitting out the new studio. The place was a 
complete wreck by all accounts but the guys 
have rolled up their sleeves and got stuck in 
to produce a warm, comforting and healthy 
environment to get your tattoo. 

Feel free to go see them at: K2 Tattoo 
Studio, 132 Hull Rd, Hessle, East Riding 
of Yorkshire. If you liked the article we ran 
on Gavin Rodrigues from The Inkspot (Skin 
Deep issue 183), he will be doing a guest 
spot at the Richmond K2 Body Art studio as 
well as the new K2 for the next few months 
if you fancy a piece of his superb Black and 
Grey portraiture work. 




TATTOO BIBLE 



The Tattoo Bible is the manifestation 
of knowledge gained through years 
in the tattoo industry and is the 
most comprehensive body of work 
for a prospective tattoo collector to 
date, providing an insider's view of 
the tattoo world to those looking in. 
Amongst its informative pages, it 
explores the roads and avenues an 
individual faces when deciding upon 
a piece of body art and offers thoughtful 
insight into every single aspect of 
this, whilst also providing a complete overview of the many genres 
available, all exguisitely illustrated with a selection of outstanding 
tattoo photography. 

This tome presents a global view of this blood and ink industry 
as it delves into the world of the tattoo convention and then 
acquaints the newcomer to the world of Fine Art, brings them 
closer to the artists responsible for tattooing's evolution and 
introduces them to dedicated tattoo collectors with fascinating 
stories to tell, whilst also disseminating the myths behind laser 
tattoo removal and explaining the facts. 

A snip at £9,99, the book is available from 14th May and can 
be purchased via WHSmiths and all major newsagents, as well as 
internationally from the Jazz Store at www.jazzpufjiishiflg.co.Liir. 



Maura fandim, from 
Mundo Cao Tattoo in 
Brazil will be coming 
to London on the 1 5th 
of April far 20 days. To 
book an appointment 
with (his great B&G artist 
please call the chaps al 
Kings Cross Tattoo Parlour 
on 02078374634 for an 
appointment. 
You can check his work 
at www.myspace.com/ 
mauiatattoo 

w ww.k ingscr osstaltoo 
parlour.com 



SKYDIVING TATTOO 

Canadian Rocker Gets Tattooed Whilst 
Skydiving -Barbara Pavone. 

Fusing his band's motto - "Have a good 
time, all the time" - with his passion for 
ink, Canadian rocker Zeke Gait recently 
set a world record when he got tattooed 
whilst skydiving. Yes, you read correctly: 
the Surefire Machine guitarist jumped out 
of a plane flying at 11,000 feet and was 
inked by a fellow skydiver during freefall. 

Asked about the stunt, Zeke grinned 
proudly and laughed, "Really, I did that? " 
and went on to explain that it was his 
passion, for both his band and tattoos, that 
persuaded him to take the jump: "I always 



thought tattooing was the most extreme 
and dedicated form of art so I thought, 
'Why not push it one step further?'" 

As for the logistics, all it took was a 
couple of attempts to build the perfect 
custom tattoo machine, and a few 
practice runs on some innocent fruit, and 
Zeke was up in the air at the Edmonton 
Sky dive Center, ready to give the world 
an unforgettable show. 

The result? His band's initials 
- SFM - are now permanently (if 
shakily) ingrained on Ms forearm 
and, if you ask me, Zeke can now 
also boast about having the world's 
quickest tattoo: the extravagant 
madness lasted all of fifteen seconds. 
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Inkoming, Skin Deep Magazine, The Old School, Higher Kinnerton, 
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Dear Skin Deep, 

Whilst recently travelling around 
the far East, I was luckily 
enough, to be in Bangkok for the 
international tattoo convention. 
It was a convention over three 
days, with some of the world's 
top tattooist there, from over 
20 countries. I was particularly 
pleased to see a tattooist from 
England working there. As a 
regular reader of your magazine 
and a collector of tattoo's myself, 
it was great to see someone had 
gone to the effort and expense 
of travelling to the other side 
of the world to fly the flag of 
British tattooing. On the Friday 
he was working on an awesome 
chest piece that impressed me 
so much I made a point of going 
back on the Sunday to watch the 
judging, to see how this would 
fare against some of the world's 
best tattooist. It was great to see 
his jubilation and reaction when 
he was announced as second in 
the category to Shige. It was a 
shame it didnt win, as Shige's 
piece was a full body suit not done 
at the convention. I'm writing this 
because people back home should 
be made aware of our tattooist's 
putting the effort in worldwide, 
I feel this guy deserves some 
recognition. Just to mention a 
few of the others that were there, 
Shige, Tim Hendricks, Chris 
Garver, Mick from Zurich, Mike 
Ledger, Johnny Two Thumbs, 
Arjarn Noo and many, many more. 

Jonah from Bodyshock" 
(Torpoint, Cornwall) with his 
customer did superbly to gain this 
award. It would be great if you 
could publish this email to show 
some support to the UK artists. 
Good effort Jonah! 
Via email. Editor? skin dee p. co.uk 

■ il III llllilli^M 

Dear Neil, 

I was very interested and shocked 
to read your editorial in the 
April edition of Skin Deep. I say 
interested as you always give a 
good view of what is going on 
in the tattoo industry, I find your 
opinion unbiased and usually 



I WEAR YOUR INK WITH PRIDE! 



Heya, 

Just wanted to get in touch to say I loved the 
article on Everlasting Job Stoppers. As a Health 
Professional, it's very prevalent to me at the 
moment. I hope to extend my coverage but my 
manager is unsure. Anything below the elbow has 
been ruled out, even if I take time off for it to heal 
She also says it would be hard for me to get into 
management because who would take orders 
seriously from a tattooed individual? 
She explains we need to make sure not to offend 
patients. Now I have only received positive 
comments from my patients for my hand tattoo. 
I even created a whole treatment plan stemming 
from a conversation when a patient saw my lower 
back tattoo. It seems it is not patient's who are 




FREEVES' 



upset by tattooed profession 



that are fearful. I raise a glass 



their ink but also love their job, taking 



professionalism despite certain prejudice 
Thanks, Susie 




similar to any views I would have 
myself on the situation. 

I was shocked to see you write 
that anyone with enough cash 
to setup a studio and show it's 
clean can start tattooing on the 
public, now that I think about it, 
it makes sense but when reading 
your article the reality of the 
situation settled in my thoughts, 
and I thought "this is why there 
are so many poor quality tattoo's 
around today". 

I understand fully that some 
artists feel the industry can be 
self-regulating. And I believe 
it can, but I feel this self-regulation 
can only really apply to artists 
already established and respected. 
These new Yah-hoo's setting up 
shops left right and center I don't 
feel personally that they deserve 
to be included in a self-regulation 
category. With my personal view 
on tattoo's, I feel that if someone 
wants a piece of tribal, that's 
fine, no problem, just go to a half 
decent artist that can give you 
something more than the tribal 
that any other man or woman has 
on the street. I appreciate that 
some people do like to follow the 
crowds and do want a piece of 
generic tribal because they want 
to be the same as others. But even 
these people if maybe they were 
not so naive to a well done tattoo, 
then they would look into the 
artist they want to do their piece 
and choose the appropriate artist. 



If there was some regulation to 
be integrated (like you suggest) I 
think this could be nothing but a 
benefit to the industry and would 
help future bodies from getting 
poor tattoo's they are bound to 
regret. I would like to set up 
some sort of petition or possibly a 
Facebook group to gain awareness 
to this matter. I wanted to get 
in touch with you to get your 
opinion, if it would be worth the 
hassle? With being the editor of 
the biggest tattoo based magazine 
in the UK I value your ideas. 
Kind Regards, Nick 

Hi Nick, 

Thanks for your views and 
comments. There have been 
several petitions set up in the 
past but many, although well 
represented, have fallen on 
deal ears (the government and 
in some cases, the industry 
itself). There does seem to be 
a strange apathy when it comes 
to actually doing something 
about this situation. 

Please feel free to suggest 
a course of action, I'll be right 
behind you. 
Cheers, Neil 



WHEN IRISH EYES 
AREN'T SMILING 



Hi Skin Deep, 

I've never written into a magazine 
before but felt I had to correct 
(I think it's this guy) William 



Weil in issue 181 (Feb) when he 
spoke about the Dublin Tattoo 
convention. I understand that his 
report of it was very upbeat and 
positive, however, two things 
really irked me. At one part he 
made us Irish out to be booze 
hounds quoting Tn true Irish spirit, 
a large bar", this is forgivable, we 
do like to drink, as do you guys I 

But what really got my goat 
was his comment when he said 
the convention pulled people from 
all over the country, as well as 
many traveling from the mainland 
to show support...' 'Mainland?' 
What mainland does he speak 
of? Maybe if you live in Northern 
Ireland there are some who call 
the UK the 'mainland' but not one 
single Irish person form IRELAND, 
the separate country he needed 
his passport to get into, would call 
the UK 'the mainland'. 

Please, please, get your facts 
right. I'm sure he annoyed a few 
people over this flippant comment. 
I know, he means no harm at all, 
I am aware it is just a slip up. 
The funny thing is I never read 
the magazine, my hubby is a 
tattoo artist so I generally flick 
through the pages, but I was 
interested in what was said about 
the convention, being from Dublin 
'IRELAND' {yes, you get it now, 
I know!). 

Phew, rant over. Think I need 

a drink... 

Emma 
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The driver sat still behind 
his dark aviator glasses, 
passing occasional comments 
whilst lightly drumming 
his fingers on the steering 
wheel. The sun shone brightly through 
the windscreen, bathing the occupants 
in the greenhouse warmth of its rays 
recharging and awakening 0^ «" tb* 
had lost an hour's sleep through no fault 
of their own. The tyres ate up the few 
short miles to their destination deep m 
the heart of County Durham and m no 
time at all they disembarked from the 
httle black car, safely delivered at the 
doors of the Peterlee tattoo convention. 

The Peterlee Tattoo Arts Festival u a 
show which over the past few years has 
hrmemynrstshowofabusyconventron 

calendar and I always make the effort 
whether I am working or not, to go along 
and see what's what. As I am based in 
the North East, Peterlee is a great show 
to discover hidden gems from my local 
area Towards the back of the last tattoo 

like Tattoo Jam and London, with then- 
wealth of National and International 
dermal wizardry. My last show of 2009 
was Coventry and I mentioned about 
the importance of grassroots shows and 
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how they are the main proving grounds 
for up and coming artists, and Peterlee 
falls neatly into this category, as well as 
being an established show with a good 
reputation and attendance record. 

This year the 8th Peterlee show was no 
exception with a good line up of artists 
and a bustling crowd spilling into both 
rooms as soon as the doors were opened. 
Compared to previous years there was 
a renewed atmosphere about the 2010 
show, probably down to the fact spring 
was in the air and there seemed to be 
a feeling that this year was going to be 
different. With a wealth of convention 
stalwarts like Bob Hoyle, Rob Doubtfire, 
Carl 'Cooky' Cooke, Gary Wiedenhof and 
Ryan Da vies working, this year's show 
were lesser-known artists like Mark from 
Marked for Life, Ronnie Goddard from 
Blood Sweat and Pain, Red from Dark 
Circle and John Anderton from Nemesis 
Tattoo. This wealth of lesser-known 
artists was a comfort as they all are from 
the surrounding Peterlee area and this 
restores my faith that the level of quality 
tattoo artists in the Northeast is finally 
growing stronger and more varied. 

I was slightly worried though, albeit 
the weather was bright and sunny it was 
bitingly cold and windy and the leisure 
centre creaked and moaned as little drafts 
whipped through its halls and corridors. 



The Peterlee Tattoo Arts Festival is a show 
which over the past few years has become my 
first show of a busy convention calendar and 
I always make the effort, whether I am working 
or not, to go along and see what's what, 



Due to the drop in temperature, a lot of 
folk were wrapped up and not displaying 
much inky goodness. Finally I got the ball 
rolling and by some miracle people started 
shedding clothing and I was immersed into 
a colourful sea of fine art work. At certain 
points of the day, I didn't know whom to 
ask to photograph next, which is always 
great but very frustrating at the same time! 
At least all this running around meant I 
was in the main convention hall a lot and 
was able to keep tabs on some particularly 
fine artwork in progress. Yet not in there 
long enough to get annoyed with the 
volume of the music (my only moan!) 

Throughout the day we where treated 
to some entertainment in the form of 
solo singer Shannon who belted out a lot 
of classic rock covers which was cool. 
Keeping the outside queue amused in 
the early afternoon was a stilt walking 
fire eater who also performed a sideshow 
act that I sadly missed, but I heard S 
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Finally I got the ball rolling and by some 
miracle people started shedding clothing and 
I was immersed into a colourful sea of fine 
art work. At certain points of the day, I didn't 
know whom to ask to photograph next. 



was rather good. And to round off the 
day we had the band, The Arrival, 

Whilst on ray travels I was fortunate to 
catch a glimpse of the man and mighty 
fine side boards of John Anderton. This 
guy won the Best Newcomer Award at last 
year's Peterlee show, and it's no surprises 
why. He was working on a 'flamingo eating 
brains' piece (it's the only way to describe 
it!), which was so bright and bold it was 
literally jumping out of the skin. With tight 
lines and delicate but simple layout, this 
piece just worked perfectly. I love tattoos 
which make you smile through humour, 
and this one was subtle, but it had me 
smiling a lot whilst photographing it. 

Another guy's work who I became 
rather interested in over the course of 
the day was Mark from Marked for Life. 
I had a lot of his work through the studio 
and I was rather impressed. Again a good 
colour artist whose work is completely 
removed from the colour work of John 
Anderton, Mark uses muted colour, 
which adds a certain feel to his tattoos, 
regardless of subject matter, which 
compliments his roots within painting. 
I get the impression that Mark tries to 
bend his arm to many styles of tattooing, 
whilst adding in his own little touches, 
for example some of the work I saw by 
Mark included, a huge Tibetan Skull back 
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piece, a delicate bird, and blossom piece 
(done on the day) and an amazing back 
piece in progress of a T-rex, which I am 
really looking forward to see finished. 
Not bad considering the guy has only 
had his shop open just over a year! 

The photography studio was 
constantly abuzz with people and I 
had a great time photographing all 
the work, here are some highlights 
of work photographed on the day. 

Andrew by Ronnie Goddard; I watched 
this black and grey piece progress 
throughout the day, and I was very 
impressed with what Ronnie was laying 
down along with his portfolio of work. 
Although still relatively new to the scene 
this guy has some outstanding black 
and grey pieces to Ms name. Looking 
through his work he makes good use of 
negative space and fresh skin, alongside 




a very delicate use of tonal shade 
which in my eyes works really well. 

Ceri by Adi; over the past few months 
I have started to become interested 
in traditional Owl tattoos, I love this 
piece on Ceri. Combining traditional 
lines, tone and colour, Adi has added 
in a lovely shaded rose in bright pink 
on a smooth blue background, another 
good piece and another cracking 
artist out of Thou Art in Sheffield. 

Kirsty by Red; this was Red's first 
convention outing alongside mentor; 
Mel, and she has defiantly hit the ground 
running with some of her tattoos. Staying 
with Dark Circle, Damen by Mel, this 
Child clown by Mel's own admission isn't 
in his typical style, but he has nailed 
tills very striking and colourful tattoo! 

Zinty by Darrun Sharpe, although 
not done on the day, I really like this O 






PETERIES 



Mark uses muted 
colour, which adds 
a certain feel to his 
tattoos, regardless 
of subject matter, 
complimenting his 
roots within painting. 

piece, ok I am a Tim Burton fan but 
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CLAIRE REID 

I literally stumbled on Claire's work some time ago on the internet and from 
the first moment of seeing her incredible colour-work/ there was something 
in her tattoos that I had seen before but I just couldn't put my finger on it. 

As you can see by the photos on these pages, she has a very unique style unmatched 
by any other artist. Eventually after talking to Claire she mentioned that she had shown 
me her portfolio a few years previous. Was this fate that we should meet again via her 
artwork? I think so. 



My job is to bring you, 
the reader, the best 
tattoos from around 
the globe and with 
Claire's amazing 
almost Mucha-esque 
tattoos, interspersed 
with colour of such softness and vivacity, I feel 
my work here is done. 

Claire is one of those lucky tattooists who 
not only has an obvious talent for tattooing 
and painting but has an unquenchable thirst 
for travel and, as such is never in one place for 
long, choosing to constantly be on the road; 
meeting and experiencing other artists along 
her road less travelled. 

WHERE AND WHEN DID THE IAIIOO BUG BITE? 

I think my interest in tattooing was ignited 
from the age of 1 6 when I used to hang out 
at Quiggins in Liverpool. Quiggins was a 
funky underground four-story building full of 
retro second hand, moth eaten shops, with 
tattooing and piercing on the top floor, all the 
Goths used to hang out there. Ever since I can 
remember I've always painted and drawn, and 
was naturally attracted to the imagery used in 
tattooing from the first time I saw it. 

I went to university in 2001 to study 
sociology and completed the degree in 2004, 
my main passion has always been the arts, so 
when I left university I opened a contemporary 




art gallery selling glass, ceramics and paintings 
in order to study on the side as an artist. I ran 
the shop for a while but was working 24/7 and 
not practicing as an artist or breaking more 
than even financially. A week after I closed 
the gallery 1 got a job that I LOVED piercing in 
Luton market. I continued to pierce for about 
eighteen months after that, this also re-ignited 
my love for tattooing that had somehow been 
forgotten after three years of university. 

In 2005 I nagged and nagged my boss to let 
me learn tattooing, but she didn't think that my 



IN HINDSIGHT, I'VE NOTICED THAT 
SUBCONSCIOUSLY I'VE PICKED UP IMAGERY 
FROM THE VARIOUS PLACES THAT I HAVE 
TRAVELLED WITHOUT BEING AWARE OF IT 
AT THE TIME. 



drawings were good enough and only gave in 
after another employee got sacked. She gave 
me six weeks to learn to tattoo and would 
make me go back to piercing if I couldn't do it 
in that time. So I worked my ass off, tattooing 
and practicing as much as I could under the 
wing of another tattoo artist, who emigrated, 
so after the six week apprenticeship I was full 
time in the studio from there on. I moved to a 
studio in Peterborough soon after and really 
loved my time there, but was still working 



alone most of the week and had no one to 
bounce things off, I didn't really have a clue 
what I was doing! 

HOW DID YOU FOLLOW UP YOUR INTEREST 
IN TATTOOING? 

I had two apprenticeships but I consider the 
time I spent with Paolo Acuna in Phoenix 
Arizona to be the most influential. When I 
started my apprenticeship with Paolo I had to 
start tattooing again from scratch. I stopped 
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tattooing and began scrubbing tubes, making 
needles, answering the phone etc, this really 
helped me kick all the bad habits I'd picked 
up from my first eighteen months of tattooing. 
The best thing about working under Paolo 
was that he had very high expectations and 
pushed me extremely hard. I'm very grateful 
to have had the experience of studying with 
Paolo, not only because I was exposed to his 
technique as a tattoo artist but also his artistic 
vision as a fine artist and sculptor. I feel really 
lucky to have had that opportunity and believe 
that an apprenticeship was, for me, the best 
way to learn. 

YOU TRAVEL EXTENSIVELY; HAVE YOU WORKED 
ANY TATIOO CONVENTIONS AS WELL AS VISITING 
AND WORKING IN MANY FOREIGN STUDIOS? 

I I got the opportunity to start doing conventions 



with Paolo in 2007, and from this, all the doors 
started to open. For the last three years I have 
been invited to do guest spots around the 
world, this came from meeting other tattoo 
artists at conventions. 

IVe had really good feedback at the 
conventions I've worked. IVe always been 
drawn to the painterly and more realistic 
aspects of tattooing and people seem drawn 
to that in my work. 

Conventions are a great place to learn, 
there's such a concentration of artists and 
there are so many different approaches to the 
art, there's always something to leam from 
everybody. I love to sit and watch other tattoo 
artist's at work too, this is also why I love doing 
guest spots and picking up tips along the 
way from all the great artists that I've had the 
opportunity to work with. O 
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00 VOU FIND EXPLORING IHE WORLD VIA YOUR ARI 
AND TATTOOS HAS INFLUENCED VOU IN ANY WAY? 

I've been working and travelling all over 
the world, for the last three years and have 
been exposed to many different cultures and 
practices. Recently I was in Indonesia, it's one 
of the richest places for art, and everything 
in the society is infused with amazing exotic 
imagery. Everywhere I looked there was 
something to draw from. 

For any kind of art I believe travel and 
exposure to other cultures is essential 
to acquire a rich and varied source of 
inspiration. I find that from all of my 
travels my styles and technique are greatly 
affected. I sketch most days and I really 
see the influence of where I am on these 
sketches. In hindsight, I've noticed that 
subconsciously rve picked up imagery from 
the various places that I have travelled 
without being aware of it at the time. 

I think my other artistic practices affect my 
tattooing the most, I really notice a lot of my 
painting technique creeping into my tattoo 
technique, the way I blend colours or work an 



I TRY TO THINK OF 
AS AN EXTENSION OF 
LOVE TO ACHIEVE THE 
SHADINGS THAT ARE 
PAINT; I TRY TO ASPIRE 
AND FLUIDITY OF 



TATTOO MACHINE 
PAINTBRUSH, I'D 



TO THE LOOSENESS 
IN TATTOOING. 



area to get a certain effect is similar to how 
I would paint the same thing. I used to use a 
lot of clay when I was at school and I'd love to 
pick this up again, or sculpture of some sort. 
I think that this would really help with my 
understanding of 3D forms and relate well to 
my other mediums. 

I've noticed a big difference in how different 
countries respond to my tattoos and tattoos in 
general. Canada, America and South America 
are really accepting, in Bali people loved my 
tattoos, and there is a really good scene in 
Australia. Most Australians are tattooed and 
are willing to travel long distances to get big 
pieces done. In Europe I find that in the cities 
people are fine with tattoos, but sometime in 



small towns in say, Italy or Spain I get 
a few funny looks! 

WOULD YOU SAY THAI PA I NUNC, DRAWING, AND 
ART IN GENERAL HELPS 10 SHAPE A IAIT00ISI? 

I took art at school until I was eighteen and 
since then Tve been trying to pick things up 
along the way mainly from other tattoo artists. 
Paolo Acuna was the one who got me back 
into painting, saying that it would teach me 
how to tattoo and help develop my style. I've 
also picked up tips from Jeff Gogue and have 
been to a seminar, in Montreal, with Shawn 
Barber. I think that any kind of art training is 
beneficial to a tattooist. 

My influences change a lot, but at the © 



iKKiLe IFi-'i www.skindeep.CD.uk 



More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 



CLAIRE 



moment I'm really influenced by impressionist 
and post-impressionist art. I love Van Gogh 
and Gauguin, their colours and techniques. 
There's a lot of tattooists I'm influenced by, 
at the moment I love large Japanese work 
and hyper realism. 

DO YOU FEEL YOU HAVE DEVELOPED A DISTINCT 
STYLE OF YOUR OWN? 

I love anything organic with a good flow. I dont 
know how to describe my style and want to 
stay flexible with where I'm going so am trying 
to explore as many different approaches as 
possible. At the moment it's realism, Japanese 
and painterly techniques and style. 

I try to think of the tattoo machine as an 
extension of the paintbrush, I'd love to achieve 



the depth, texture and shadings that are 
possible with oil paint; I try to aspire to the 
looseness and fluidity of painting in tattooing. 

DO YOU LIKE TO WORK FREEHAND OR PREFER TO 
WORK WITHIN THE CONFINES OF A STENCIL? 

A lot of the work I do is free hand, I find that 
tin's enables me to acliieve a looser tattoo that 
fits well to the flow of the body, from here if I'm 
doing a realistic piece I'll stencil on the subject 
and then go from my drawn design, I dont 
do that much prep work, I tend to prefer to 
develop the piece as I go. 

My clients vary a lot in how they want the 
design to be, sometimes they're very definite 
and give me little creative space, where as 
other's tell me to go mad and do what I feel. 



I LOVE THAT THERE IS NO CEILING IN 
TATTOOING, YOU CAN TAKE IT AS FAR AS YOU 
WANT AND EVEN IF YOU GET GOOD, THERE'S 
ALWAYS A THOUSAND PEOPLE BETTER THAN 
YOU TO LEARN MORE FROM. 
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RITES Of PASSAGE TATTOO, ARTS AND MUSIC FESTIVAI, 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA 

28th - 30th January 2011 

Claire and her band of merry helpers will be hosting a totally new tattoo convention for next year. 

Rites of Passage is a festival that celebrates creativity as a means to connect ■ not only with 
ourselves, but with one another, our various cultures, our ancestors and the Earth. People have 
marked their bodies with tattoos for thousands of years. These permanent designs - sometimes 
plain, sometimes elaborate, always personal - have served as amulets, status symbols, 
declarations of love, signs of religious belief, adornments and even forms of punishment. 

By celebrating the art of tattoo, music, visual art and environmental awareness, we're creating 
a dynamic, shared space where people from all walks of life can look back on our tribal history and 
take conscious, informed steps forward towards positive change. 

The Rites of Passage Festival celebrates the natural environment by showing, through positive 
example, just how possible it is to live in harmony with our surroundings. We're aiming to be as 
eco-friendly as possible, showcasing everything from organic locally grown produce to eco-friendly 
tattoo supplies. It's our firm belief that it's possible to tread lightly without missing out on any of 
the indulgences we've come to depend on in our lives - and it's for this reason that 100% of the 
profits made from the festival will go towards buying agricultural land, which will be replanted 
with native rainforest. 
www.ritesofpassagefestival.com 
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AMOUNT OF YOUNG 

I'VE SEEN WITH 



ETC TATTOOED ON 



I love it that no client is the same and I have 
such a diverse range of people to work with. 

The ultimate tattoo for me to create would 
be a body suit; I would love to have a project 
like this. If I were to have this opportunity I 
would approach it from every angle and use all 
the various mediums at my disposal to prepare 
for it. I would use a full sized painting of the 
piece sketches of the areas, and then tattoo it 
all out, "balls deep" as my friend would say! 

The subject matter would be a whole story, 
so the tattoo took you on a journey from start 
to finish, I would have to collaborate and 
brain storm with the person getting tattooed 
to finalize this. Technique would involve very 
large mags and very tight detail to achieve 
sharp focal points and boundless backgrounds. 

TELL US WHAT CLAIRE DOES ON HER TIME OEF... 

I cant relax, I'm a workaholic, when I'm not 
tattooing I'm painting and when I'm not 
painting I'm drawing. I love my travelling 
lifestyle as I have a dual holiday and work 
life, for example where I'm working at the 
moment in Australia, the beach is opposite 
the studio, Tea Tree Lake is down the road 
and rain forests surround the whole area. 
I also really love music and try to see live 
bands whenever possible, 

YOU HAVE A 6000 TATTOO COVERAGE; CAN 
YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR COLLECTION? 

I have a full back by Paolo Acuna, which we 
started in 2007 and have tattooed it all around 
America, in Canada, Italy and London, A full 
leg by Jeff Gogue which has a portrait by 
Mike Demasi on the inside calf, a portrait by 
Robert Hernandez and a small one from Lez 
Barlow and Rico Schinkel. My back and my leg 
still have a while to go so I'm trying not to get 
anymore until they're finished. 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT 
YOUR CHOSEN CAREER PATH? 

I love being an artist; it's all I've ever wanted 
to be since I was a kid. I get so much out of 
this because it's my passion, and when you're 





that passionate about something, you give it 
your all. I'm also really lucky in the fact that I 
can travel so much with my work, the freedom 
is incredible, I would never have dreamed of 
being able to work in so many places. 

I have so much to learn still, and really want 
to work on my technique and design, I love 
that there is no ceiling in tattooing, you can 
take it as far as you want and even if you get 
good, there's always a thousand people better 
than you to learn more from. 

WHAT DO YOU EEEL ABOUT THE 
EVOLUTION OE THE TATTOOING SO EAR? 

I've noticed great changes in the time I've been 
tattooing, people are a lot more educated and 
go out of their way to research an artist that 
suits them. They also seem to want bigger 
work and have more unique ideas, which 
I love as IVe been able to work with some 
really interesting concepts lately. When I was 
younger, I only saw flash shops and never got 
a tattoo as I didnt like anything on the walls 
and they wouldn't tattoo custom work. It was 
really limiting, but now the imagination is the 
only limit ! 

I'm really excited about where tattooing is 
going, its amazing what people are creating 
zzat the moment, it blows my mind every time 
I see new works from artist's I know and then 
see incredible work from people IVe only just 
discovered. I can't wait to see what people will 
be doing in the next ten years if things have 
come this far in the last ten. 

The only thing that worries me is the 
amount of young girls I've seen with stars, 
flowers, hearts, diamonds etc tattooed on their 
faces. I went to some conventions in the UK 
this year and I was really surprised at how 
many there were. 

WHO WOULD YOU LIKE TO 'BIG UP 1 ? 

I have experienced constant help and kindness 
throughout the time I've been tattooing, all 
the people I've had the opportunity to work 
with have helped me so much, and I'm so 
grateful for their openness and willingness 
to help answer my questions and let me sit 
and watch. There's so many people I need to 
thank, but mainly Paolo Acuna, Mike Demasi, 
Josh Carlton, Filip Leu, Benjamin Moss, Robert 
Hernandez, Ethan Morgan, Tim Kern, John 
Montgomery, Jeff Gogue, Boris, MG Venom 
Tattoo, Rico Sliinkel and Pierre Tattoo Mania. ^ 
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This piano-playing Canadian with a lust for wandering, talks about her tattoos, 
and their connection to her eclectic heritage. 




1 



—i *y each has plans for more ink and 

\ living in Vancouver, she finds that 
I the tattoo scene is strong and 
J vibrant, although the same old 
"™~ stigmas haunt those who work with 
visible ink and many have to cover 
. U p or get frowned upon. When she 
eventually finishes with her travels. Peach wants 
to teach piano and I'm certain that she will be one 
of the most colourful piano teachers in Canada! 



I grew up in Langley, BC, Canada, which 
is on the outskirts of Vancouver on the 
West Coast. It's an all right place until 
you hit lugh school age and then realise 
there's nothing to do. Quite like most 
cities. As a child I had a few attempts 
at sport-like activities such as figure 
skating, swimming and diving lessons 
and I started taking piano lessons. 



birthday, wlu'ch is when you no longer 
need parental consent in Canada. 
I actually found this random drawing 
in a science fiction magazine in art 
class. I'd cut it out about 2 years 
earlier and held on to it ever since, so 
I knew that I wanted it for sure. It says 
FANTASY when you look at it upright 
and upside down it says REALITY. 



This is going to be a long answer! I'll 
work my way up from the foot. On my 
right foot I've got a peach, which is my 
nickname from when I was 14. On the 
left foot, which is the most recent one, 
there's a locked treasure chest with a 
skull and some bones lying around it 
in sand. Above that I've got a ghost 
ship. To the left of that is a piece of 
sheet music going down my calf. On 
the back of the other leg, and one of my 
only colour tattoos, is a heart with some 



and shrubbery around with a shed and a 
bike leaning on it! Absolutely love it. On 
my back I've got 36 stars, started as 26, 
going from the top of my butt up to my 
shoulder, this was my second tattoo. 
There's a huge beautiful angel, next to 
that named Lenore, holding on to a rose. 
A treble clef is on the direct back of my 
neck. Behind my ear is a purple bow on 
one side and the other a diamond. My 
friend Cobum, back in Langley, who 
lias his own studio called Black Widow 
Ink did tins one and the music notes 
on my leg. First two were done at Lady 
Luck, also in Langley where everyone 
was partial to, but I didn't find that 
these were done very well, I tliink the 
needle was too deep and there's a bit of 
scar tissue. Everything else was done 
by Aaron at Bodycraft in Nottingham, 
unfortunately he's just moved to Indiana, 
so won't be getting anything more 
until he comes back to visit Ireland, in 
the fall. He's definitely the man to do 
the rest of my work, really lucky that I 



WHEN DID YOU INITIALLY BECOME 
INTERESTED IN TATTOOS, WHAT 
PROMPTED YOUR INTEREST? 



I love the artistic merit, sort of just feeling 
like a human canvas. 
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aesthetic, though they all give me 
some sort of significance in their own 
way but to go in to all of it would, just 
take up a lot more to talk about! 

WHAT IS II ABOUI TATTOOS THAT 
SPECIFICALLY APPEAL 10 YOU? 

I love the artistic merit, sort of 
just feeling like a human canvas, 
I enjoy being able to display work 
that I'm proud of having. Not a very 
extensive answer on that one. 



HOW DOES THE TATTOO SCENE IN CANADA 
DIFFER FROM THE UK? HOW ARE HEAVILY 
TATTOOED WOMEN PERCEIVED? ARE VISIBLE 
TATTOOS A PROBLEM IN EMPLOYMENT? 

It depends on if you're in a major city 
for sure, tattoos on women are quite 
popular and trendy at the minute 
in Vancouver, it's hard to not find 
someone without them these days. I'd 
say it's probably pretty similar in the 
UK, always depends on what sorts of 
crowds you hang out with too. I think 



It depends on if you're in a major city for sure, tattoos on women 
are quite popular and trendy at the minute in Vancouver, it's 
hard to not find someone without them these days 




it's a good thing though, aside from 
the fact that, dependant on what job 
you have, it's quite frowned upon still 
to have tattoos in employment. Unless 
you work at a pub or music shop you're 
generally going to have to cover up. 

WHAT PLANS DO YOU HAVE FOR 
FUTURE IN REGARDS TO TATTOOS 
AND WITHIN ASPECTS OF MY LIFE? 

My plans for future career-wise are 
actually to become a piano teacher 
and teach students from my own 
home. I've been taking lessons on and 
off for about 12 years but travelling 
tends to get in the way with getting 




it fuUy on the go. So once I finish this 
spurt I'll buckle down and finish up 
my exams and then get 'er done. 

ASIDE FROM TATTOOS ANY OTHER 
INTERESTS OR HOBBIES? 

Mostly pastimes, aside from piano 
and travelling, would definitely 
have to be art, films, music, gigs, 
photography, stand up comedy and 
just chilling out with friends, having a 
drink or camping, I also enjoy taking 
a stroll just for the sake of wandering 
to learn about my environments. 

ANYTHING ELSE YOU'O LIKE TO SAY? 

I'm really quite interested in doing 
modelling for promo work and 
anything else tattoo related. I was 
doing something similar to that in 
Vancouver called Van Ink Girls, though 
it was just starting out and I came 
to England before being able to see 
it go somewhere, so maybe when I 
return. It's pretty infrequent that I 
come across being able to make a semi 
career out of it, which is a shame! 

ADD ANYTHING YOU FEEL IS RELEVANT 
AND MAKE SURE YOU ARE HAPPY 
WITH WHAT IS WRITTEN! 

Forgot to mention that I have a very 
basic cassette tape on my upper inner 
bicep. That, and of course, thanks for 
giving me the opportunity to do the Skin 
Deep photo shoot, it was really fun! -sk' 



www.skindeep.co.uk ]Hsi:e 13!> 



More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 



the inlfspot.** 

.by Gavin Rodrigues § 



www.gavinrodrigues.com 




MtC U 1 ACWfvA I SiKlCe C-MAht STA£T£Z> MiS BATTLE. 

WE HAS, MAbf MAWV £N£~Ht/£$ , 




More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 





Tattoo lam 
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MASLOV 



Every now and then I come across an artist's work that stops me in, mjM track,, 
the frissante hit me as I looked at filisha's work, it's qmte an ™ent when 
someone in the tattooing world puts a new spin into h.s or her work and feel 
Grisha has done just that with his bold, graphic tattoos. Some of you reading 
this will like his work, some of you will not; much in the same way I ha goo, ^ 
responses when I first published Lionel from Out of Step's work a while ago; but I felt 1 just 
had to showcase this innovative and passionate Russian artist. 




TH he tattoo bug bit Grisha when 
he was only 16 and since 
then he has developed and 
collaborated with various 
other artists to enhance his 
unique style of tattooing. 
Grisha has worked in 
different countries, picking up influences from 
places such as Sweden, Germany, Norway 
and Yugoslavia gaining a large client base, all 
wanting a piece of "Maslov Magic". 
Welcome to the truly unique world of Grisha 
Maslov - Tattoo Master... 

I HAVE NOTICED THAT SOMETIMES IHE COLOUR OE 
YOUR ARTWORK COINCIDES WITH IHE CLOTHES OF 
YOUR CLIENTS. IS IT THE FORTUITY, BECAUSE I HAVE 
PAID ATTENTION TO THIS, LOOKING ON THE PHOTOS 
OF YOUR NEW TATTOOS DONE RECENTLY? DO YOU 
CHOOSE A TATTOO FOR IHE CLIENT LOOKING ON HIS 
CHARACTER AND PECULIARITY? 
Probably it is not a fortuity. I like coloured 
tattoos, one of my preferences is to stick to 
natural, skin-like colours; I love the tints 
of orange, brown, sometimes red. I usually 
reserve the choice of colours for the client. 




If he or she specifies certain colours, I don't 
contest their decision. I try not to use more 
tli en 3 colours in one tattoo; mixing them 
with each other, I also use white quite a lot. 
Matching of individual pictures as a rule, I try to 
match the design t o the energy of the client, in 
his art preference and lastly to enhance the body- 
shape of the person. The images appear suddenly 
from my communication and discussions of 
different topics with the client. We talk about 
tattoos, about life, about their loves, I want to 
know about tire individual more, to see and 
guess about the creating the perfect image for 
them. The final outcome of the tattoo and the 
happiness of the person are paramount to me. 

I HEARD YOU ARE INTERESTED IN POLITICS. WHICH 
PARTY ARE YOU A MEMBER OF? CAN YOU TELL US OF 
THIS PARTY? OR DO YOU THINK THAT IN POLITICS 
IT'S POSSIBLE TO DO SOMETHING FOR IAIIOO-ARI 
AND TATTOO-MASTERS AT IHE SAME TIME? 
To take an interest in politics is necessary I feel 
because politics will take interest in you some 
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day in the future. I'm the member of the party 
"Unitary Russia"; the party helps me to make 
contact with wholesome people in Moscow, 
the structure of the party works very well. But I 
will be honest, I'm interested in tattoo-politics 
most of all and I spend most of my time on 
it, being the leader of the public organization 
called; "The Club of Tattooed People". Hie word 
"politics" means to help and direct those in the 
organisation to progress as artists. 

FROM WHAT DO VOU TAKE YOUR UNIQUE STYLE? 
WHERE IS I HE BEGINNING OF YOUR SIYIE AND 
FROM WHAT DO YOU TAKE THE INSPIRATION? 

Inspiration can be taken from anywhere, from 
a visiting exhibition with beautiful girls, from 
architecture, design, photographic sources, 
sculpture, natural beauty; the list is endless. 
My style has been created over the years, 
firstly through my tattoo experiences and 
art preferences. Also, I was lucky that in the 
beginning of my career I met a young and 
assiduous painter, Ivan Aladishkin, I began to 



order pictures on his given suhject matter and 
we started trading work for work and began 
discussing pro's and con's of art, and we found 
that we share similar experiences. 
My style I'm calling " tattoo -in normizm", which 
means word for word, diverse normality, and 
style born purely from many transformations 
from have been already. 

YOUR TATTOOS ARE VERY SIMILAR IN STYLE, 
AND I HEY SHOW THE UNIQUE WORLD OF SHAPES 
LIVING BY THEIR OWN LIFE. EVEN IN THE MOST 
ABSTRACT COMPOSITIONS II IS AN ATMOSPHERE 
OF DIFFERENT ATTITUDES TOWARDS OBJECTS AND 
ANATOMIC PLACEMENT OF ELEMENTS. DOES YOUR 
ARTWORK CARRY ANY INFORMATION, IDEA? 
The basic idea of my style - it's multiformity; 
I like to use the free space around tattoos (my 
works are without background) using them 
as an integral part of composition, stirring up 
different associations in the mind. The works 
from one point of view are quite simple, which 
I feel anyone can do, but from the other side, 3 
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they are containing many different and hidden 
meanings. For example, my new tattoo with blue 
lines on the girl's leg is just a fish, but if you take 
a good look at each part separately, you can see 
an owl, and faces of flipped person as, even those 
three burs with dots under the knee are also the 
images of three children, 

IELL ME ABOUI YOUR CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT, 
HOW HAD YOU COME TO THIS? TELL ME ABOUI HOW 
YOU BEGAN TO MAKE TATTOOS. 

I think I began to make tatt oos out of curiosity 
really. My friends did tat toos on themselves in 
neighbouring areas. My first tattoo experience 
was on myself, after one of my friends from my 
neighbourhood encouraged me to do this, and at 
the time I was upset, that I couldn't make tattoos 
of good quality, so after t hat, I began t o look for 
a teacher. Roger, a tattoo- master, well known in 
our city, at that time was the best tattooist and 
painter, but denied me any training. But then I 
found in a neighbouring village, a carbon-black 
tattoo- master; Ephrem and he agreed to teach 
me. The payment was a bottle of Samogon 
(Russian moonshine vodka), and that day we 
started the teaching process. We met many 
times and he lectured me a lot, he explained 
how to interpret meanings of tattoos in criminal 
spheres, where and which tattoos could be 
done and those that could not, I took in all the 



information like a sponge, such was my thirst 
for knowledge. 

For a better understanding of the process of 
tattooing from my teacher, I gave him a half of 
my back for his tattoo-art, and to this day I still 
have these tattoos. After some time I began to 
work in a heauty salon called "Kleopatra" and 
there I met and married Kseniya in 2001. Soon 
after, I went to Germany to work, later I came 
back and 1 decided to go to Moscow with my 
family. It was a very hard time, as Moscow didn't 
want to accept me, I spent lots of money on 
advertising and accommodation. I worked in 
various jobs to try and sustain my family and 
eventually, I got recognised and slowly I made a 
living out of t attooing. 

In 2003, 1 moved into a Moscow district called 
Krasnopresnenskiy, I did many tattoos there and 
had much money, so life was good. 
Eventually, I decided to invest money in 
technologies, into creating websites, the first 
personal site I produced was at the beginning 
of this year and by winter 1 created others for 
my friends and colleagues. This was the first 
interactive portal and I named it "The Club of 
Tattooed People", Evgeniy ProtoPlex, author of 
the site, devised the slogan: "Who is without 
us will be with us soonest". From that moment 
there were not more then 20 people in the club. 
In 2004 we created one of the most beautiful 



I THINK, ON RUSSIAN TATTOOING, THERE 
! MANY GOOD TATTOO-MASTERS, RUT I'M 
\ THAT THERE ARE NOT MAN1 
CELEBRATE THE RUSSIAN TRADITIONS. 
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websites about tattoos in collaboration with 
a Ukraine design-firm. The site was great, the 
at tendance had increased very much and we 
had one of the highest ratings in world's top 
flash-sites. And to this date this is still up and 
running - www.tattoo-world.ru. A crucial point 
happened in my life and in my artwork in 2005, 
when I sadly dissolved my marriage with my dear 
wife but happily 1 now live to my new sweetheart 
Evgeniya Vladimirivna, who gave birth to my 
son. Exactly at that moment I decided to follow 
my own rules: "Not to do tattoos which I don't 
like". The financial gain had failed, but my work 
began to get recognised and this showed off my 
real individuality, I had chosen a hard way, but 
for me it is a good way of living. 

HOW DO VOU THINK RUSSIAN TATTOOING STANDS 
UP AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OTHER EUROPEAN 
AND WORLD STAGES? 

I think, on Russian tattooing, there are many 
good tattoo -masters, but fm upset, that there are 
not many who celebrate the Russian traditions, 
they haven't time to rise up and they are 
destroyed by foreign trends, and most of tatt ooed 
people are with uniform and uninspired tattoos 
because of their low art-knowledge: demand 
exceeds supply. Russia is famous by her very 
elaborate tattoos, may be it's in people's character 
- to mess with each millimetre of skin - for my 
opinion it's unjustified.^ 
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crttooing has 
reached a point 
of immense 
popularity 
far beyond 
what anyone may have 
predicted. People are 
becoming increasingly 
educated in their tattoo 
selections and as such, 
an ever-increasing 
number of those of 
virgin skin wish to arm 
themselves with as much 
knowledge as possible 
before embarking on their 
collector's journey. 

The Tattoo Bible is the 
most comprehensive 
body of work for a 
prospective tattoo 
collector to date, 
providing an insider's 
view of the tattoo world 
to those looking in. 
Amongst its informative 
pages, it explores the 
roads and avenues an 
individual faces when 
deciding upon a piece 
of body art and offers 
thoughtful insight into 
every aspect of this, 
whilst providing a 
complete overview of the 
many genres available, 
all exquisitely illustrated 
with a selection of 
outstanding tattoos. 

Education is paramount 
when it comes to making 
decisions that will echo 
through the hallways of 
one's life. The Taffoo Bible 
provides wisdom and a 
balanced perspective in a 
book by which you may 
live your tattooed life. 
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The rumour was that a very healthy 
selection of international artists were 
going to attend, many from America and 
beyond. I'd heard the likes of Bob Tyrrell, 
Liorcifer, Carlos Torres, Hannah Aitchison, 
Joe Cappobianco, Jime Lit walk, Nick 
Baxter, Tom Strom and many others were 
on the line up, so this started to sound 
like a good show to visit. After a phone 
call to the organiser - Andy Schmidt from 
Andy's Body Electric - the list was not 
only confirmed but was expanded upon. 
That sealed it; it was time to book my 
flight to Germany,, . 

Soon it was time the for show, so I 
headed out to the airport where I met 





More at ebook-free-downioaa.net or magazinesdownload.com 




T >1 

4 



me of what it must have been like back 
in the early fifties when musicians and 
singers all went on tour together in a 
succession of big old grey hound busses, 
only this time the 'Great American Tattoo 
Tour' had hit town via the airport. 

Andy must have some influence to get 
such a healthy list of transatlantic artists 
over considering the difficulties many 
foreign tattooists are having these days 
with over zealous customs officials. Not 
forgetting his own countrymen, Andy 
had invited a sizeable amount of home 
grown talent in the shapes of Andy Engel, 
Tommy Lee Wendtner, Miss Nico from All 
Style Tattoo, Mine Lives Tattoos and many 
more; there were close to forty Artists 
working from Germany and many more 
from other countries including Holland, 
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loved Johnny Cash but they wouldn't be 
listening to him for a few months after 
they got home, such was the overload. 
This look is massive in Germany with lots 
of dedicated 50 's shows and conventions 
taking place, there were stalls selling 
gentleman's pomade (a sort of hair 
grease), R'n'R memorabilia and all other 
varieties of 50's merchandise. 

As Friday came to an end, several of the 
big name artists held seminars for those 
not working the show but wanting to 
further their careers and techniques. For 
the rest of us, it was time to head to the 
bars and restaurants to grab a drink and a 
meal and reflect on what was a great start 
to the weekend. 

Saturday and the crowd was much 
bigger than the previous day, this had the 
effect of increasing the temperature inside 
and it was nice to head outside every now 
and then to get some fresh air as the sun 



shone for what apparently was the first 
time in months. Although the heat was 
quite intense inside, many folk chose to 
keep their coats and jackets on. This made 
my job pretty hard trying to spot tattoos. 
Occasionally I would spy a colour tattoo 
poking out of a work shirt or some black 
and grey masterpiece tempting me from 
beneath a cardigan, worn back to front 
of course, (ala fifties style!). 

I did fare much better when it came to 
the judging. Myself and one of the other 
photographers (thanks Mick! ) from the 
German tattoo magazine; Tattoowier, 
cleared some space stage right and we 
herded the contestants over, after they had 
been judged, for photographic purposes. 

This worked out perfectly and I must 
say it was really refreshing to see new 
work from other countries and I breathed 
a sigh of relief at actually getting some 
tattoo photos. O 
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cheers that went up when he appeared, he 
was already well known in Germany, The 
music started and off he went; into a stage 
act of yep, you guessed it. Fifties covers... 
This was my queue to hit the bar, but I 
have to say I hung around for a couple 
of numbers and his voice was pretty 
amazing as was his Johnny Cash tribute, 
which was very impressive. I did like his 
Elvis meets Motorhead rendition of Ace 
of Spades too. 

That night, the artists were treated 
to a party laid on by Andy and his team. 
A large coach took aU the attending 
artists to a barn, apparently in the middle 
of nowhere that was decked out with 
sand, surfboards, hoola girls and flower 
garlands, a proper luau by all accounts, 
I sadly missed out on what was a superb 
night with the last coach coming home at 
six in the morning. 

On Sunday there were a few sore heads 
and some very delicate tattooists heading 
over from the hotel not three hundred 
yards from the venue. As the doors opened 
for the day, a few booths were unoccupied 
as I think a few of the harder partygoers 
had a bit of a lie in. It might be a good idea 
too put the party on the Sunday night after 
the show? 

Again the rooms all filled up pretty 
quickly and those artists whose eyes had 
re-focused started the day's proceedings. 
Again the work heading up on stage for 
the competitions was immense with all 
genres of tattooing on show. 

Sunday seemed a little quieter 
compared to the UK shows, where it is 
usually the busier day but it was never 
quiet and ninety nine percent of tattooists 
were working and those that weren't had 
decided not to by choice I think. 

Just prior to the winding up of the show 
we were treated to a superb display of 
Dancing through the ages by a couple. 
Starting with a Charleston demonstration, 
then they dashed off behind a screen to 
reappear in WWII uniforms to do the jive, 
then off again to come back and dance 
some Rock and Roll, This was really good 
and considering both were well into their 
fifties, they put on a superb act and the 
audience loved it. 

As the weekend drew to its final 




Again the rooms all filled up pretty quickly 
and those artists whose eyes had re-focused 
started the day's proceedings. 



conclusion, Andy handed out the awards 



that were hand made, painted surf boards 



to both artists and taltooees and the 



crowds started to wander off and the 
Kaiser Friedrich HaU began to empty. 

The only fly in the ointment for me 
over the weekend was the rudeness 
and bullishness of one Tattoo Scout/ 
Sprit magazine. When I mentioned their 
behaviour to others, they did not seem 
surprised, confirming this fitted with their 
understanding of the magazine's ethos. 
They decided to start filming artists in the 
one and only corridor to one of the tattoo 
rooms and when we and others decided to 
try and get to this room we were shouted 
at and told to leave the area. This denied 
access to many who wanted to get into the 
room housing the other artists. Not a nice 
way of treating their potential customers I 
feel. It was small and minor transgression, 
though but one I feel needed mentioning 
all the same. 



I have driven through Germany 
on many occasions but never had the 
chance to stop but I am so glad I came 
over for the first Ink Explosion. It was 
a superb weekend. Chatting after the 
show with some of the artists, not one 
had a negative thing to say about the 
show and many were really looking 
forward to and some having already 
booked tattoos for next year. 

Andy and his team did a superb job of 
keeping an incredible line up of artists 
happy (with a good selection of artists 
only seminars available) and making sure 
that the crowds enjoyed themselves for 
the whole weekend. 

I know I did. 

Considering the cheap flights and 
the superb quality and price of the local 
hotels, why not put the Ink Explosion on 
your convention list for next year? 

I would like to thank Andy and his team 
for all their help and over the weekend.^" 
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THE JUDGES 




Neil 

Dalleywater 
- Editor of 
Skin Deep 

Having been 
editor of Skin 
Deep, the 
'UK's best selling tattoo magazine 
for the past six years, Neil gets 
to see the best tattoos that the 
world has to offer, often meeting 
and interviewing these incredibly 
talented artists to see just what 
makes them tick. 



I Dan Gold 
I -Graffiti 
I and Tattoo 
^^Rl^ I Artist 

I Graffiti artist 
I and tattooist 
^^^^^^^^^ extraordinaire, 
Dan Gold has recently made the 
move from the bright lights of 
London to settle in his new studio; 
13 Ink in the heart of party land, 
Liverpool. Dan is renowned for his 
bright, vibrant tattoo work as seen 
on the London Ink series and in 
countless magazines worldwide. 



Louis Mo Hoy 
J -Celebrity 
Tattoo 
Artist 

. Lou Molloy 

p.Lj^L has long been 
associated 
with the stunning tattoos he has 
put onto international footballer, 
David Beckham as well as many 
other celebrities. Louis is a very 
well respected tattooist within 
the industry whose work has also 
been showcased on two series of 
London Ink Louis lias also created 
tattoo inspired clothes from shoes 
to jackets for many high end clients 
such as Fender and others. 




Hannah 
Aitchison - 
Tattoo Artist 

Hannah 
has spent 
her career 
producing drop-dead gorgeous 
tattoos in a variety of styles and 
has added her unique talents to 
TV series LA Ink. Hannah's tattoo 
work has a certain femininity about 
it and she loves ta tattoo colour pin- 
ups and comic book references. 
Tattooing talent must run in the 
Aitchison family, as Hannah's 
brother is also an internationally 
known tattooist, Guy. 
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Mosher opens up about the highs and lows of his career, his artwork, new & 
™ ting p'rolects^nd much, much more... The world's most published tattoo-artis has 
™ th f past 16 years inspired fellow-tattooists and fans alike, with his perfection of tr.ba»- 
e to a'Shb (SS uniqu'e interpretation of Japanese-style art. Whether it ,s on paper ca 
and clothing or on your skin, jack Mosher's work is recognised through his fine lines, attention 
to details and in-depth knowledge of the story behind his creations. 



canvas 



Apart from being a highly 
respected and influential 
tattoo ist worldwide, 
Mosher has a tonne 
of other art-projects 
going on, from books & 
clothing-lines to tattoo- 
supplies & seminars, just to name a few. I 
was lucky enough to meet Mosher at the 
Dublin Tattoo-Convention 2009. We got 
talking and when he invited me to Michigan 
for a visit, I didn't hesitate. Intrigued by 
Mosher's extraordinary work, his somewhat 
withdrawn and humble persona, I prepared 
for my visit with excitement. 

On Kalamazoo's busiest street, S. Westnedge 
Avenue is where you'll find Body Armor Tattoo, 
The shop was opened by Mosher in 1996 



and has been successful since day one. Here 
Mosher employs three highly skilled tattooists, 
a piercer, as well as an apprentice. 

"We stay open until 9 pm everyday and if 
we all stayed tattooing until midnight, we'd 
still have to turn away business" - says 
Mosher as we enter his shop. 

"I would do that, but I have other projects 
I'm working on" - he adds. 

80's rock is blaring from the computer 
behind the front-desk, every wall-space is 



filled with Flash, artwork & Mosher's photos 
from his travels ah around the world - it's 1pm 
and opening time, the state-of-the-art studio 
is already filling up with customers. "The 
majority are walk-ins Mosher explains, people 
here don't book appointments, they want their 



ALTHOUGH THE TONE AMONGST THE CREW 
IS LAIDBACK AND FUN AND JOKES AREN'T 
SCARCE, IT'S OBVIOUS HOW MUCH THET ALL 
RESPECT AND LOOK UP TO JACK 
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IT'S THROUGH ALL MY 
I GET TO UNFOLD MYSELF 
THAT'S WHAT I REALLY 



ART 
ISTI 
WANT TO TALK 



tattoo on the spot." The place is buzzing, the 
vibe is up-beat and I'm filled with an instant 
happiness as I'm welcomed as a long lost 
family-member by Mosher's crew: Breanne, 
Danny, Earl, Kyle and Skot. 

Although the tone amongst the crew is 
laidback and fun and jokes aren't scarce, it's 
obvious how much they all respect and look 
up to Jack, 

WHAT'S THE COMPETITION LIKE IN THIS TOWN? 

"There are about ten tattoo-studios in 
Kalamazoo and probably just as many in 
Grand Rapids, about 40 min. north of here. The 
reason we're so busy, I think, is that we're so 




well-rounded here, we can do anything! We 
all have our preferences of course - Danny 
enjoys doing just about anything, Earl favours 
old-school, colour-work and animals, Kyle's into 
Japanese-style tattoos as am I and Breanne, my 
apprentice loves vibrant organic art as well as 
realism. At the end of the day, Body Armor is a 
business - you do what you have to do." 
"It's through all my other art-projects I get to 
unfold myself artistically. That's what I really 



want to talk about" - says Mosher as he sits 
down free-handing a "Mosher-special" tribal- 
design on a clients shoulder. 

When I meet Moshei at his house the following 
day, he s outside shovelling snow weaning 
a kimono with a samurai-swoid tucked in at 
the front - true Japanese-style. Having seen 
him wearing a similar out-fit at the Dublin- 
Convention I just have to ask; 

WHV ARE YOU WEARING A KIMONO? 

"I always dress like this at home, at 
conventions too and sometimes even at the 
shop. When wearing a Kimono you have to 





sit, stand, walk, and move in a certain way, 
which makes you think differently. Wearing 
this outfit helps me draw better because I think 
and move like the characters I'm drawing. 
It has helped me to better understand the 
time-period of the stories behind my artwork. 
At this point I don't really need to dress like 
this, I've just gotten used to it, I like it, it's 
comfortable and it helps me embody the spirit 
of the characters I draw. © 



EARL FREDERICK CRONK RIGHT 
A.K.A "SILVERFOX" 

The 44 year-old with an Associate's Degree from Delta 
College and a Bachelors of Fine Art from W.M.TJ, grew up 
in the same town as Mosher and has known him for 25 
years. Earl was apprenticed by Jack and has worked at 
Body Armor for 13 years. 

"My ambition is to keep pushing my art to higher 
levels. Jack has always been a gieat mentor with his 
dedication to his craft and attention to detail, he truly 
is an inspiration. I'm also inspired by Salvador Dali 
and everything around me. I love tattooing Old-school, 
New-school, Colour-work, Realism and Animals. " 

Earl 
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I MUST ADMIT IT'S 



WHEN DID JAPANESE AM AND HISTORY SIARI 
INTER ESI INC YOU? 

"I've been intrigued by Japanese art as far 
back as I can remember, but the first 5-6 years 
of my career I worked in "street- shops" and 
did all sorts of designs. It all kicked off when 
I first visited 
Japan in 2001. 
I went looking 
for this special 
bookstore called 
"Keibunsha" in 
Tokyo, selling 
Japanese tattoo- 
books only. The 
shop-owner and 
I started talking 
and when he 

asked me if I wanted him to introduce me to 
some of Japans most famous tattooists I was 
over the moon. I've been going back twice a 
year ever since, studying Japanese art and 



WALKING THROUGH A 
MALL SEEING MY WORK 

ON "HIGH- STREET 
FASHION" - KNOWING IT'S 



history, perfecting my art and I have also 
learned Tebori {Traditional Japanese 
hand-tattooing)." 

WHAT IS II ABOUT JAPANESE ARI YOU LOVE SO 
MUCH AMD WHERE AND HOW DO YOU FIND 1HE 
INSPIRATION 10 
CONSTANTLY IMPROVE 
AND DEVELOP NEW 
IDEAS, DESIGNS AND 
TECHNIQUES? 
"I love Japanese- 
style art because 
of the way it looks 
and sits on the 
body. The stories 
and the traditions 
behind the designs, 
the depth and endless mystery give this 
art-style an unmatched power. I strive 
to constantly improve my work. I could 
settle with what I have achieved so far, 




DANIEL LEE HOUGH JR. 

At the young age of 19, Daniel acquired tattoo-equipment 
from a retiring artist and started learning this art and 
craft. With over 20 years experience, he has been working 
at Body Armor the past 12 years. 
"I just want to be able to keep doing what I love so 
much and to be good at ft. I'm very well rounded and 
dedicated to do a great job no matter what the motif 
is. Jack has been very good to me over the years, 
he's inspiring me on a daily basis with his masterful 
tattooing and beautiful art. " 

Daniel 





but I choose to step outside ray comfort zone 
to keep developing my skills. I think it's about 
knowing who you are and where you belong; 
I have found my way in life, I know who I am 
and what I'm drawn to, I'm all about exploring 
my chosen path. I tell my apprentices to draw 
every day whether they want to or not, drawing 
on a day you really don't want to is usually 
where real gains are made - just like in Karate, 
if you sit down to draw 1000 dragons, a "lucky" 
accident can change everything, I love that, it's 
powerful! I think, maybe, this is what drives 
me. Happiness in small dozes is what life is all 
about. Life is short - do what makes you happy, 
that's my motto. 

JACK MOSHER LIVES AND BREATHES JAPANESE ART; 

"to perfect my work, that's the way it has to 
be. It's not a job - it's a lifestyle, it's my entire 
life. I draw as much as 1 possibly can, every 
free moment I have, my sketch-book is out" 
- Mosher tells me as we're driving to Grand 
Rapids, 40 min. North of Kalamazoo. 
"Soon I'll be launching my own rotary machine, 
in collaboration with Workhorse Irons. 
Workhorse Irons in Grand Rapids are currently 
working on the proto-type. I'm also working on 



I CAN'T HELP BUT TO 
PROUD ON HIS 



MAN IS, HE DOESN'T SAY 
ANYTHING, BUT FOR A 
SPLIT SECOND I COULD 



becoming their official distributor in Europe. 
I still have a base in Austria where I lived for 
a year, which is perfect." 

YOU MENTIONED IT'S THROUGH OTHER ART- 
PROJECTS THAN TATTOOING YOU GET TO UNFOLD 
YOURSELF ARTISTICALLY - CAN YOU TELL ME A BIT 
ABOUT YOUR ONGOING PROJECTS? 

"Sure, every now and then I'm asked to draw 
for other people's books and at the moment 
I'm sketching for a book on hand-tattoos, it's 
fun. The most exciting project however is that 
"Affliction Clothing" 

just launched the "Mosher clothing-line". 
I drew around 60 designs for them and my 
designs are now on t-shirts, shorts, tops, shirts 




SHOT MCKIBBTN 

At 15 Skot moved to San Francisco to train and study 
at "The Gauntlet" - who introduced modern body- 
modification to America. Having trained with the best, 
he "pierced" himself through the US before settling in 
Michigan in 2000. Skot has been working at Body Armor 
for 6 years, and his career already stretches over 14 years. 

"I was inspired by National Geographic at a very 
young age; I aim to stay on top of my game by always 
introducing new techniques and body-jewellery- 1 enjoy 
surface-piercing the most, but as long as lean keep 
doing what I do best, I'm happy. " 

Skot 
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and hoodies available in stores such as "The 
Buckle" across America. "Sullen" is another 
clothing company I've been drawing for. I 
really enjoy drawing for clothing, I get to use 
my creativity and I must admit it's an amazing 
feeling walking through a Mall seeing my work 
on "high- street fashion" - knowing it's selling 
really well." 

I can only imagine what Masher feels as 
we waJJr info a store and find the "Mosher 
clothing-line " - 1 can 't help but to feel proud on 
Ms iierjaif. Modest as this man is, he doesn't 
say anything, but for a split second I could see 
pride in his eyes. 

WITH SO MUCH GOING ON, IS THERE ANY CHANCE 
OF US SEEING ANOTHER BOOK FROM YOU IN IHE 
NEAR FUTURE? 

"For a while I was contemplating never, ever 
to sketch another book. People have been 
ripping me off over the past couple of years by 



BREANNE BIRDS ONG 

Breanne got a job as a receptionist in a tattoo-studio in 
St. Joe, MI when she was 15. During her 2-Vi year stint 
there she learned the basics and then landed a job at 
Body Armor in 2006, where she's apprenticing to become 
a tattoo- artist. Now 21 years of age she's tattooing on a 
weekly basis. 

"As of now, I'm apprenticing and would like to be well- 
rounded in all styles of tattooing; however I do favour 
realism, portraits and vivid organic art-forms. It's so 
inspiring to work with all the guys in here, I'm so lucky 
to be surrounded by such skilled artists and to have 
Jack mentoring me is nearly too good to be true. " 

Breanne 



illegally copying my books and selling them at 
knock-off prices. It saddens me knowing 
there are people like that out there - what 
did I ever do to them? That they're stealing 
from me is one thing but what's worse is that 
the quality of the illegal copies is really bad. 



which could seriously harm my reputation 
as an artist. I have worked so hard to get to 
where I am today with 9 published books 
in less than 7 years! Having said that, I am 
currently sketching my 10th book, it'll be a 50- 
page book on Foo-dogs and Phoenixes. When 
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Kyle started hanging around in the industry at the 
age of 1 2 when his brother, Jeff who was 20 at the 
time, started tattooing. He met Jack at 19 and was 
apprenticed by Mosher for a year. He has since been 
working at Body Armor for 2 years. With Japanese-style 
art as a favourite, there's no doubt he landed on his feet 
with Mosher as a mentor. 
"My objective is to be respected by my peers, for people I 
respect so much to recognise me for my work. My brother 
Jeff and Jack Mosher are my biggest inspirations. Over 
the past 2 years Jack has been pushing me to do well, 
which is giving me the confidence to succeed. " 

Kyle 



that's completed I'm planning a book on 
1000 Demons. 

YOU ALSO GO BY THE NAME "HO HI MOD J A", WHAT 
DOES IT MEAN AND WHAT'S THE STORY BEHIND 
THE NAME? 

"It's a bit tricky to explain, "Hori" is the title, 
"mouja" the name. It means fierce person, 
Monster, wild man..,, there's just not one word 
that can describe the meaning of the name. 
The Japanese have a hard time pronouncing 
Mosher and always says "mouja-san". My 
Japanese friends Horimitsu sensei and 
Shimada-san gave me "Horimouja" as my 



name and title. I was honoured and because 
of my extensive background in the martial arts 
the name is perfect for me." 

CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT THE HIGHLIGHT OF YOUR 
CAREER AND THE BIGGEST DISAPPOINTMENT? 

The highlight was the day I got my first email 
from an artist who bought my first book. He 
told me my book was a great inspiration to 
him. I felt at that point that I had found what 
I was meant to do - to inspire others. Whether 
it be in art or as a human, if I can help someone 
be better than me then that is a great honour. " 
"The greatest disappointment, without a 



doubt, is all the illegal copies of my books. 
People buying them knowing they're illegal 
and contribute to ripping me off. As the small 
community we are, we have to look out for 
each other. " 

YOU HAVE ACHIEVED SO MUCH AND 
HAVE A LOT GOING ON, DO YOU HAVE 
ANY FURTHER AMBITIONS? 

"I would like to have more books drawn and 
published than any other artist in the world! 
It's a tall order, but it's my goal and to me as 
a human being and an artist it's the way to 
improve and move forward." 

Over the few days I spent with Mosher and 
his crew, I followed Jack working fulltime as a 
shop-owner, tattooist, mentor, artist, painter, 
designer and product-developer -I now 
understand one of the reasons for him to be 
known as "Horimouja " - he earned that name! 
This 40-year old man works more and harder 
than anyone I've ever met and he still looks 10 
years his junior. Me on the other hand, after 
a week in the "Body Armor-Family", I need a 
holiday! In the meantime ■ Jack Mosher is still 
pushing himself to higher levels: he still has 
more to offer! 

So to all of us Tattoo- enthusiasts, fans and 
fellow-tattooists; we've by far seen the last of. 
the amazing artist Jack "Horimouja" Mosher. f 

Jack Masher's books are carried by 
all major, reputable tattoo-suppliers 
worldwide. Check out the Mosher clothing 
line at: www.afflictionclothing.com 



"THE GREATEST DISAPPOINTMENT, 
WITHOUT A DOUBT, IS ALL THE ILLEGAL 
COPIES OF MY BOOKS. 
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• Over 130 UK & International Artists 

• Body Modification 

• Live Music and Shows 

• Tattoo Competitions 

• Tattoo Duels 

• Market Stalls 

. . . and much more 

19TH/20TH JUNE 2010 
MOUNTFORD HALL LIVERPOOL 

Online Tickets £18 per day - £20 on the door 

For Tickets and Information goto 

www.tattooconvention.co.uk 



DanHenk® Austin Tattoo Company 

Kyle Cottcrrnsn @ Smartbomb Tattoo 

Matt Clemmer @> Smart Bomb Tattoo 
Amanda Leadman (H> Smartbom^H 

Tattoo 

Darwin Enrique* 
Sebo @ Mystery Touch 
Galen McHMton @ Studio XID 
Li-if MeHatton @ Studio XtH 
KaRi Memento Tattoo 
Eze Nunez & 

Lawrence Ah Oling @ La Sega u la Tatti 

Oavlde @ Plastic Surgery 

Orf eu @ Spider Tattoos 

Joe Myler @ JMD , s BodyArt 

Gordon Claus CP Nine Lives 

Miss Mindy@ Studio XQ1 

James Kiley ® Brighfside 
Jprgen Eckel @ Conspiracy Ink 
Mb^ii tlx- Road 

Pablo PieaUey w> Sin Inch Nails 

Emllu on the road jajBB-B^aadM 

Phil Buttenvctif' . ■ Arctic Tattoo 

Susanne (»■ Arctic Tattoo^T 

Joseph Deegan & Gnosis 

Patrick Hucitiinger @ Tattoo Maiigon 

Kriu Trdnsilwania Art 
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Hazel. Nicholls @ Design 4 Life 
Craig Gamer t» Oesigrt4Lrfe 
Roy Priest toy {Si Skmshokz 
Paul Priestly £}> Skinsholtz 
Paul Noyjor @ Indigo 
Ryan Da vies @ Indiqo 
Lisa Toye @ fndkjn 
Leah Moufp (W Spe^r Studio 
Mark Bailey (joldV-n Dragon 
Mac McCarthy ^ Painted and 
PurKturcd 

Rod Morris @ Primed and Punctured 
Pau t Humphreys Efokition Tattoo 
RMiiro@ Evolution Tattoo 
Sllhris June @ Pfiy^k.il Cfdffai 
Mkheal Rose (?» MR Visual Arts 
He lf*n Brown ffJ fiung Ho 
Rich Pearson # Gung> Ho ' 
Gray Sifva @ Rampant Ink 



Shake y Pete 

Sony* Trusty Red* Tattoo Parlour 

iPaul Saunders @ Voodoo Tattoo 
Dan Kelly @ Sais Tattoo 
Karl Fletcher @ Flcekys Tattoo 
Rich Hadley @ One Shot Charlies 
Lee Pound @ One Shot Charlies 

Upi! Denbyi^ Institute Tattoo 

■Win Anderton @ Nemisis 

■Tom Sugar @ Alans Tattoo 

Ufeert L ippa @ Alans Tattoo 

^Be Piercy @ Alans Tattoo 

Hosp icli LdbMuriki 

HbjI Clave £«> LabMunki 
^ftody @> Cult Classic 

Hon Hewitt Cult Classic 
H&n Graves -a! Haunted 
HKric Ford @ Evil from the Needle 
^Hska @ Evil from the Needle 
Bpiart Rolhson <fP King Arthurs 
■Dan @ King Arthurs 
PoanGofd^ u Ink 
Mark Stonack @ 11 Ink 
Jo Talbot ta 13 Ink 
Richard Cubbin <w South Coast Ink 
Pam A8H 

Wayne @ ABh 
M*ck Tonifi fr Ruby Arts 
Daniel Banas 



Wayne <£ £ 
Mick Tonit-i 
Daniel Ban* 

U. Man; 



Many more to come . 

Market Stalls 

SkinDeep 
Total Tattoo 
Tattoo.lv 
Team Hell UK 
Beadesaurvs 
Jewellery Fox 
Limb 

Vintage Rocks 
Quirky Boutique 
Whats your Poison 
Suicide Dreams 
Katriona Godward Art 
The Aftercare Company 
Rock N Roll Suicide 
Tribal Planet 
Skeleton Heart 
Prop Dead Goregaus / Flu 



Billy Hay fljstom Inc KOCK ™ KO " lulc ' at 

Gary Weide.ihol & Inkredible Krealions T,ibal pbnel 
Swcen @ 21st Century Tattoo Skeleton Heart 

Matt Lapping @ Inkwerx Dro P D * ad Goregoji 

Doc Fell @ Mikes Tattoos 

Martin Couley @> Couleys Tattoo Studio Trade Suppliers 
Cesar Citfer @ SeH Sacrifice 
Joao Bosco @ Self Sacrifice TCGB 
Rod t ig o Sou to @ Self Sac rif ice Gentlema ns Ta noo Flash 

Tutti Siera @ Self Sacrifice Interskin 
Matt Difa If Jolie Rouge Time Machine 

Charissa Gregson @ Jolie Rouge Lynton Laser 

□ audia Sabe @ Jolie Rouge Global Tattoo Supplies 

Javi Lee @ Jolie Rouge Tattoo Supplies UK 

Raqueal Corrates ^ Jolie Rouge Insurance World 

Lord Montana Blue <5> Jolie Rouge 
Sergi Besa t3> Working Class Tattoo 
Mark B @ Suck My ink 

Drew Romero @> Time and Triumph 4 I J J 

Adam Harris @ New Tribe 

Mark the Wanderer @> Inspirations - / /t^rt 'r 
Lee Hadfield @Tliomds St Tattoo 
Sway « Northside 
Simon Ashley & Needle Asylum 
Rat @ Real Art 
Odd Boy {& Real An 
Jay <3> Real Art 

Mark Wallace @ Custom Inc WL» 
Marcus MtGuire @ Custom Inc 
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erlin. The leading cultural 
capital of the 1920's is today 
characterised by its dazzling 
modernity and breathtaking 
architecture. No other 
landmark symbolises German history 
better than Berlin's signature attraction, 
the Brandenburg Gate. When the Berlin 
wall fell in 1989, thousands of East and 
West Germans celebrated the opening of 
the borders and re-unification of Germany. 
The Brandenburg gate has a magical 
appeal for all visitors to Berlin, from heads- 
of-state to tourists. Berlin is dynamic, 
cosmopolitan and creative, allowing for 
every kind of lifestyle. 

This year, Frank Weber, manager of 
B52 tattoo, organised the event at Arena 
Berlin, after the convention outgrew its 
previous venues. Arena Berlin easily 
housed all 160 working artists, along with 
the many visitors who attended. 

Tattoos are not a product of the modern 
era. The art of marking the skin goes back 
centuries, with tattooing in the Western 
world having its origins in Polynesia. After 
the discovery of 'tatau' by eighteenth 
■ century explorers Bougainville and Cook, 
this Polynesian tradition became popular 



k amongst European soldiers, who brought 
the practice back to Western society. 

Tattooing has been in practice since 
Neolithic times. Otzi the iceman is the 
oldest human to be found with markings 
on his skin that appear to be medicinal 
in purpose. Nowadays, tattoos can be an 
expression of individuality, personality, 
or a rite of passage. Many famous people 
wear tattoos, such as Madonna, Bon Jovi 
and Robbie Williams. 

First considered exclusively as a way 
of showing membership in a social group, 
tattoos, and techniques, have evolved over 

This year, Frank 
Weber, manager of 
B52 tattoo, organised 
the event at Arena 
Berlin, after the 
convention outgrew 
its previous venues. 
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Today's tattoo machines move a solid needle 
up and down to puncture the skin between 50 
and 3,000 times per minute. 




the last few decades. This is, in part, due 
to the changing fashions of the rock, flippy, 
and punk movements. 

The word tattooing comes from the 
Samoan "tatu" meaning "to strike" as this 
was part of their technique. Multiple 
assistants manually stretch the skin taut. 
The tattooist then uses two tools, one 
being a bone tipped rake and the other 
the striking stick. The rake is dipped in 



ink then struck with the other stick to 
puncture the skin. The traditional tattoo 
stands at the show attracted many a 
curious spectator. 

Today's tattoo machines move a solid 
needle up and down to puncture the skin 
between 50 and 3,000 times per minute. 
The needle penetrates the skin by about a 
millimeter, and deposits a drop of insoluble 
ink into the skin with each puncture. O 
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Tattooists from all over the world were 
able to share their 
knowledge with, 
fellow artists, and 
make contact with 
tattoo enthusiasts. 

One of these 
artists was Jess 
Yen from the USA, 
the creator of 
the 'My Tattoo' family, with 16 years of 
tattooing experience. Jess Yen offered 
both traditional hand-poked tattoos and 

www.skindeep.co.uk Issues 185 



Jess Yen offered both 
traditional hand-poked 
tattoos and those 
done with a modern 
machine. 



those done with a modern machine. He 
specialises in Oriental art with elements 
of realism. 

Bom and raised in Taiwan, his 
background in Chinese and Japanese 
culture as well as his unique style has 
attracted a list of clientele that are booked 
up to two years in advance. 

Jess won several prizes over the 
weekend, including first prize in the Asian 
category, first prize in the black and grey 
category, and second prize for his portrait. 

The attractions this year were plentiful, 
with the crowning of the Tattoo Queen 

2010, Maori dances, 
body painting, 
concerts and other 
performances. 

However, one 
of the main 
attractions was 
Herbert Hoffman. 
Visitors were able 
to talk to the tattooed 79 year-old, who 
will blow out his 80th birthday candle 
on December 30th. 
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THE WINNERS 



The ten paintings produced were auctioned 
off, and the proceeds given to Arche in Berlin, 
a charity supporting starving children. 



Every year, Berlin's International Tattoo 
convention organise a Tattoo Queen. Miss 
Karen Hesse was last year's winner, and 
this year she graciously handed her title 
to the new Queen, Any woman with a 
minimum of two tattoos can enter herself 
into the competition. The first prize is an 
all-expenses -paid 3 day-trip to a European 



convention of their choice. 

Art fusion was an event challenging 
artists, in groups of four, under timed 
conditions to create artwork in acrylics, 
chalks and charcoal. The ten paintings 
produced were auctioned off, and the 
proceeds given to Arche in Berlin, a 
charity supporting starving children. j|T 



1st .. Andi Tran, Artist .. Jess Yen 

® My Tattoo, L.A (USA) 

2nd .. Ken Daniel, Artist .. Noi @ 

Siamese 3-1969 Tattoo (Norway) 

3rd .. Andreas, Artist .. Avishi @ Ink Junkies (Israel) 

1st .. Kohai, Artist .. Jess Yen @ My Tattoo (USA) 

1st .. Michael Przsbya, Artist .. 
Tofi @ Ink-Ognito (Poland) 

1st .. Gordon, Artist .. Volko @ 
BuenaVista Tattoo Club (G) 

1st .. Volko <S BuenaVista Tattoo Club (G) 

1st Stephan, Artist .. Lena @ 

Alien Tattoo (Poland) 

2nd .. Mario, Artist .. Leszek Jasina 

@ Gonzo Stettin (Poland) 

3rd Przemek, Artist .. Leszek Jasina 

<§ Gonzo Stettin (Poland) 

1st .. Andy, Artist .. Jess Yen A My Tattoo (USA) 

2nd .. Daniel A., Artist .. Anabi 

@ Anabi Stettin (Poland) 

3rd .. Miet, Artist .. Tofi @ Ink-Ognito (Poland) 

1st .. Zsolt, Artist .. Boris (Hungary) 
2nd ., Anna, Artist .. Noi Siamese3-1969 
Tattoo (Noraway) 
3rd .. Marco, Artist .. Anabi @ 
Anabi Stettin (Poland) 

1st .. Manuela, Artist .. Marcus 

<§ All Style Tattoo (G) 

2nd .. Kazik, Artist .. Anabi @ 

Anabi Tattoo (Poland) 

3rd .. Jule, Artist .. Daschke @ Invaderlnk 

1st .. Ton, Artist „ Ink-Ognito (Poland) 

2nd .. Darek, Artist .. Bartosz 9 Gulestus (Poland) 

3rd .. Menu, Artist .. Jtirgen 

Weilhammer @ Fractopia (G) 

1st .. Trond Hammari (Norway) 

2nd .. Martin (G) 

3rd .. Tomasz (Poland) 

1st .. Barbara. Artist .. BARA @ 

Tribo Tattoo (Tschechin) 

2nd .. Edek, Artist .. Ag Rypa 

@ Kult Tattoo (Poland) 

3rd .. John Carpenter, Artist .. Ricky Sta 

Ana Jay son Skinworkz (Philippine) 

1st .. Hannah 

2nd .. Kohei, Artist .. Jess Yen 
@ My Tattoo, L.A.(USA) 
3rd .. Tomek, Artist .. Anabi @ 
Anabi Tattoo (Poland) 

1st .. Asia, Artist .. Broda @ Hand of Good (Poland) 
2nd .. Timo, Artist .. David @ 
Beinkarnation Tattoo (G) 

3rd .. Peter, Artist .. Bartek @ Bart Tattoo (Poland) 

1st .. Mattias, Artist .. Peter Bobek 
@ Tribo Tattoo (tschechin) 
2nd .. Virgil, Artist .. Phil Kyle 
@ Magnum Opus (UK) 

3rd .. John. Artist .. Coney Island Demon (Sweden) 
Carina Jost (G) 
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Rigid 
Medical Grade 
Lifetime Guarantee 
Arm Tables & 



Other Accessories Available 




As used btj Louis Molloi 
Mtddleton Tat i 



Plinth 2 



01449 767887 




ax: 01449 766122 Email: 



sales@plinth2000.com 
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2 Cambridge Rd 

Hastings Town Centre 
East Sussex 

r tel:01424 433571 

/ ^^www.myspace.com/madambutterflys 




M€RI MEDICAL 

second user medical equipment 
' mmm I AUTOCLAVES 

(■ -f-l Utile Sister 1 , 2, 3, 5 from £299, 

: HI • I Merlins £299. SES 2000's 
' ^ 1 l-Jf Prestige and Instaciaves! 

! — .^1 twin safety test reports 

"^M. Also Dentist Chairs from C199 
Lights and Couches ah piu» vat! 

Telephone - 07836 613598 / 07771 871347 
email - wyldemerimedical@aol.com 
www.merimedical.co.uk 
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MStoarb li*rnning &tntio'* librrpotl 

www.design4liTctattoo.co.ulc 0151 709 0479 
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ARTISTS 

ROY PRIESTLEY & PAUL PRIESTLEY 




SKINSHOKZ 

11 TOWNGATE WYKE BRADFORD TEL: 01274 676914 




INK A TATTOOS 




46, CURZON STREET, DERBY, DEI ILL 
TEL: 01332 200211 MOB: 07891692928 

ALL ASPECTS Of TATTOO INS OUT OF HOURS APPOINTMENTS 
FREE DESIGN ON CUSTOM ARTWORK 

www.inbatattoos.com 



T£L. 01592 569002 

350 HtCfH 5TREST. KtRKCSLDg Kyi iL3 

uuu.FaLLcnangeLSTanoo.con 




custom * FRgeHanp Tanging 
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76 High Street 
Gorleston 

Great Yarmouth 
Norfolk 
NR31 6RQ 

01493 441279 



www.joestattoostudio.co.uk 



7/8 32 Marine Parade 
Great Yarmouth 
Next to Ceasers 

07792 741729 



www.maxslattertattooartist.co.uk 
www.leedeetattooartist.co.uk 
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I NSURANC EWORLD 

Provide cover for Tattooists and Body 
Piercers in the UK and Ireland for: 

• Public and Employees Liability 
• Shop Cover 
• Treatmenl Risk Cover 
■ Convention and Work Away Cover 
■ Autoclave Pressure Testing 
• Tattoo Removal By Laser 

Contact Cart now 
on 01604 615427 or 
Email carl.tero@insurance-world.co.uk 
or check out the website 
www.tat2insure.co.uk 
fax 01604 615407 or post to 
11 Billing Road, Northampton NN1 5 AW 




1 5a Qaddler G-ate 

Opening l Hours 
IMP" - 9:50 am -8:00pm 
gat 9:30 am -5:00 pm 

cfef: 01332 331 211 
abacuslaltoos btcomtcct.com 
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□ YES! [ WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO SKIN DEEP MAGAZINE FOR £43.46 

□ THIS IS A GIFT 

BILLING DETAILS - Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS: 



MR/MISS/MRS/MS FORENAME 



SURNAME 



ADDRESS 



KWTMjDI 



IjAYTIMP. PHONK 



EMAIL 



MOBILE NO. 



DELIVERY ADDRESS DETAILS If different fiom above' 
MR/MISS/MRS/MS FORENAME 



SURNAME 



ADDRESS 



POSTCODE 



□ YES i I WOULD LIKE TO ORDER A HALF PRICE BINDER FOR £7.50 INCL P+P 
O CHEQUE PAYMENTS 

□ I ENCLOSE A STERLING CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO JAZZ PUBLISHING 
[3 CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 

r Pi fas? charg:-' n: v I~~ visa l~~ kaei^capi.; ~~ mafstpc ::ssl::: ko 



card no rrmmm rmn ^-m r 

EXPIRY DATE j ] START DATE j~J 

NAME ON CARD 



CARDHOLDERS SIGNATURE 



SECURITY NO (LAST 3 DIGITS ON SIGNATURE STRIP) 
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New send yout completed application to: Skin Deep Magazine, 
Subscript™ Department. FREErOST PE211. Bourne TE10 9BR 
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TATTOO TOUR 



GET A JOB! GET A PARTNER! GET SOME FRIENDS! GET A LIFE! WHATEVER VOU NEED, A FREE ADVERT 
IN TATTOO TOUR WILL FIND IT FOR YOU. DID WE MENTION THIS IS A FREE SERVICE? SEND YOUR ADS TO 
TATTOO TOUR, THE OLD SCHOOL, HIGHER KINNERTON, CHESTER CH4 9 A J: EDITOR s'SKlNDEEP.CO.UK 
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home address in personal ads .We reserve the right to refuse any advert. Maximum 35 words for Personal Ads please. 
When placing an advert please include a contact phone number/address 



UK CONVENTIONS 2010 



MAY 2ND 

HULL TATTOO CONVENTION 

www. hullink. co. uk 

MAY 2ND ■ 3RD 

5TH NEWPORT TATTOO CONVENTION 
NEWPORT CENTRE 

www. n e wporttattoocon vention .co.uk 

MAY 9TH 

BODY ART EXPO - LEEDS 

LEEDS METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY 

www. LSiNK.co. uk 

MAY 23RD 

SOMERSET TATTOO CONVENTION 

WHITE HART, EASTOVER, BRIDGWATER, TAB 5AR 

www. someisetta ttooconven tion. co. uk 
01278 439569 

MAY 29TH - 30TH 
BOURNEMOUTH INK 

BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

ww w. bo urnemo u think, com 
tmdeis@baui:nemouthink.com 

MAY 30TH - 31ST 

GILLINGHAM TATTOO CONVENTION 
KING CHARLES HOTEL, GILLINGHAM, KENT 

07762 402809 or 02392 851661 

JUNE 12TH - 13TH 

PLYMOUTH TATTOO CONVENTION 

PLYMOUTH GUILD HALL 

01 752 221 772 oi 01 752 253418 

JUNE 19TH - 20TH 

3RD ANNUAL LIVERPOOL TATTOO CONVENTION 
LIVERPOOL GUILD OF STUDENTS BUILDING 
LIVERPOOL 

www. tattoocon vention. co. uk 
enquiries@design41iteza ttoo.co.uk 
0151 254 1352 

JUNE 20TH 

READING TATTOO CONVENTION 
RIVERMEAD LEISURE COMPLEX, READING 

0118 959 0700/01 IS 959 8616 

JUNE 25TH - 27TH 
11TB MIDLETON TATTOO SHOW 
MUJLETON RUGBY CLUB, MIDLETON 
CO. CORK, IRELAND 

denisdennehy 11 <Sho tmail. com 
www. myspace.com/midletonta ttoo 
www.facebook. com/MIDLETONTATTOOSHOW. 

JULY 10TH-11TH 

TRADITIONAL TATTOO AND WORLD 
CULTURE FESTIVAL 
COBH, CO. CORK, IRELAND 

www. originalskm . ie/festival 

JULY 11TH 

PORTSMOUTH TATTOO CONVENTION 
MOUNTBATTEN CENTRE, PORTSMOUTH 
HAMPSHIRE 

02392 482495 

JULY 17TH - 18TH 

2ND MAIDEN CITY INK TATTOO CONVENTION 
EVERGLADES HOTEL, PREHEN ROAD 
DERRY CITY, N. IRELAND 

Zac02S71 363076 or China 02871 261737 
www. myspace.com/maidencityink 




JULY 17TH ■ 18TH 

TATTOO, BODY ART & MUSIC FESTIVAL 
THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, DERBY 

07886 625991 

www. myspace. com/deibyta ttoofestival 
www.tattoo-2001.com 



AUGUST 6TH- 8TH 
TATTOO JAM 

DONCASTER RACECOURSE 

300 international artists 
in attendance 
www.tattoojam.co. uk 



AUGUST 14TH - 15TH 
NORWICH BODY ARTS FESTIVAL 

info ■QnorwichhodyaTtfestival. co. uk 
www.noiwichbodyartfestival.co.uk 
01603 629920 oi 01603 886143 

SEPTEMBER 18TH - 19TH 
COVENTRY INK 

info C4'covenuyink:com 
024 7636 1035 

www. covsntrymk. com/convention 

SEPTEMBER 24TH - 26TH 

THE LONDON TATTOO CONVENTION 

www. rhelondon ra rtoocoii vention.com 

OCTOBER 30TH - 31 ST 
HALLOWEEN TATTOO BASH 

NEWTON ABBOT RACECOURSE, DEVON, TQ12 3AF 

www: myspace, com/hallo ween taaoobash 
07768 062253 

OCTOBER 30TH - 31 ST 
DUBLIN TATTOO CONVENTION 

D4 Hotel, Ballsbiidge, Dublin 
info Wdublin tattoocon ven tion . com 
www. dublintattaoconvention. com 



OVERSEAS CONVENTIONS 2010 



MAY 7TH - 9TH 

11TH ROME TATTOO EXPO 

ERGIFE PALACE HOTEL, ROME, ITALY 

www. ra ttooexporoma . com 

JUNE 4TH - 6TH 
AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL 
TATTOO CONVENTION 
AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND 

www. ta ttooconven tion.nl 

JUNE 12TH - 13TH 
TATTOO FEST 

CHEMOBUDOWA CENTER, KRAKOW, POLAND 

www. ta ttoolestpl 

JULY 30TH - 31ST 

6TH INTERNATIONAL STAVANGER 
TATTOO CONVENTION 
STAVANGER, NORWAY 

www. ta ttoocon ven tion .no 

AUGUST 6TH - 8TH 
3RD STARFIRE TATTOO WEEKEND 
INTERNATIONAL TATTOO ARTISTS 
KOLPINGHAUS POYSDORF, AUSTRIA 

www. starfiretaztoo.com 

www.myspace. com/starfhetattoo weekend 

AUGUST 27TH - 29TH 
14TH STOCKHOLM INK BASH 
INTERNATIONAL TATTOO CONVENTION 
AT MUNCHENBRYGGERIET 

www. stockholminkbash. com 



SEPTEMBER 4TH - 5TH 

5TH ASSEN TATTOO CONVENTION 

NEDERLAND, DE SMELT - STADSBROEK 17 ASSEN 

www. tattooconventie&ssen . com 

OCTOBER 1ST - 3RD 

13TH BARCELONA TATTOO EXPO 

w w w.harcelonata ttooexpo. com 

NOVEMBER 13TH - 14TH 
BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 
CONVENTION 

TOUR & TAXIS BRUSSLES, HAVENLAAN 86C 
1000 BRUSSELS. BELGIUM 

www.brussellstattooconven tion. be 



PERSONAL ADVERTS 



25 Y/O male looking to meet a female. In the Newcastle 
area. I am inked, pierced and like a lot of art. I am very 
much into music, body mods and like to go to gigs and 
conventions. Looking to meet a female into the same 
things. Contact me on 07891052566 (185) 

Hello, I am Adam, 28 and I am hoping to get back in 
touch with a woman who called Brycie. I hope to hear 
from you soon, that is if you are interested in getting 
back in touch with me that is. Text me on: 07908969249 
(185) 

Male, 34, 6" Slim and good looking, my interests 
include motorcycles, hotrods, traveling and live bands 
etc. I am based on the South Coast but don't mind 
traveling. I would like to meet an attractive, intelligent 
single female who has some sort of the same interests. 
I am self employed and heavily tattooed, email 
chopperbenift'f smail. netortext:07745167142(185) 

Goth guy, into extreme and taboo fetishes, horror films, 
concerts, tattoos, wolves and drawing, f am looking for 
a woman, 25-45 for serious long-term relationship. I'm 
caring, open-minded, loyal. Women with disabilities & 
children welcome, no timewasters, unfaithful or closed 
minded shallow women please. Text Adam 
on: 07908969249 (185) 

Kind, caring, easy-going 40 y/o female (mid-Wales) 
into tats, music, films gardening, nature, spirituality & 
travelling WLTM similar male for friendship and meet 
up at conventions. E-mail: little welshlady@yahoo,co.uk 
(185) 

Male, 49 from Radcliffe, Manchester into punk, Goth, 
metal, progressive rock. Seeks a nice, honest lady 30 to 
55 for a fun and LTR. No timewasters or wind-ups. Text 
07930866814 (185) 

Punky Gothy guy. Slim, cute,30's and single. Seeks 
any alternative girl, Gothy, Emo, Punky for lasting 
friendship. Swop sleepovers, travel, gigs and passion! 
Your text plus picture gets mine. 07796477011 (185) 
Rock guitarist, 35 y/o male. Lot of tattoos, loves 
animals, music, life! Looking for honest female with 
GSOH Text 07939910281 (185) 

Tall, Dark & handsome, heavily inked nurse still looking 
for that special, real one-off girl. Is that you? I'm a 
single Dad so single Mums most welcome. You must 
be happy and cheerful with a genuine spark Pref East 
Anglia/North Essex area, but I don't mind travelling for 
the right lady. Come on, what have you got to loose? 
Text me please on: 07531 724930 (185) 

Genuine North-west lad. 38, single, quite handsome. 6', 
shaved head, blue eyes, slim build. Seeks a nice lass for 
textual relationship at first. Maybe more? Text me with 
your details 07512 790218 (185) 
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Tattooed male 36, Skinhead, short 5'4" seeking 
female/skin byrd into skinhead way of life. Txt me; 
07508573152 (185) 

Male, 28 Looking for women between 25-10 for lull 
term and serious relationship. I'm open-minded, caring, 
loving, GSOH, honest and loyal. I am into Goth, Metal, 
80's & eletronica. I love wolves, candies, incense sticks 
& bats, the paranormal and the supernatural. No 
unfaithful, lying, tow-faced & shallow women please. 
Text; 07908969249 (IBS) 

Good looking, caring 25y/o male from Herts looking for 
love. Seeks an intelligent, honest, slim, curvy female 
aged between 20-29. Must be 100% genuine. Text 
07790662128 Herts area preferred. (185) 

26 y/o, fun loving, stunning blue eyes, into rock music, 
vampire and horror movies. WLTM like-minded male, 
medium build 21 + Interested? Text 07575833369 (185) 

Male, 47 Intelligent, & caring. Nottingham based. Into 
art, music, burlesque. Seeks female for relationship, any 
age. Txt: 07935321986 (184) 

Hi my name is Phil but everyone calls me Flip Flop I am 
mid 30's average build very daring, adventurous and 
eccentric. I love tattoos, piercings, rock music and feet, 
I love the unusual and wear flip flops all year round, 
looking to meet like minded females for fun, friendship 
and maybe more you can email me on tattoosf eet@aol. 
co.uk or text me on 07952824892. (184) 

Male, 47, slim and fit, intelligent, no children, into art, 
music, poetry, nature. Notts based, seeks friendship, 
possible relationship with female into similar, any age. 
Text: 07935321966 (184) 

Good natured, optimistic, non-judgemental, country 
loving, spiritual, tattooed & pierced chap, young 56, 
Somerset based. Seeks a tattoo loving girlfriend and 
soul mate. Please call me on 07939701612 (184) 

36 year-old male from Cannock, Staffs. Into horror films, 
seeking female for relationship. Local girl preferred. 
Text; 07902549639 Age and appearance unimportant. 
(184) 



Hi, my names Chrystal, 20 year old female from 
Manchester, pierced and inked and totally in love with 
the whole body modification industry. Tm looking 
for a piercing apprenticeship/training in the Greater 
Manchester area hut willing to travel if a good offer 
comes up, I'm Keen to learn, very enthusiastic, reliable 
and hardworking and would he really appreciative 
of any help I can get wliich will give me a step in the 
right direction. Please contact me on 07528743271 or at 
chrystalchaos@hotmail.co.uk, thanks (185) 

My name is Sakura, I'm looking for a studio to work 
in as a hand tattoo artist. I have 5 years experience 
working in a studio as a receptionist and 2 years 
tattooing. I've also worked at a couple of conventions 
this year, www.myspace.com/hanacraven. Please 
contact me at: sakura@hotrnail.com (1S5) 

Hi, my name is Dean. I'm 22 and I am desperately 
seeking a tattoo apprenticesliip, I am based in Paisley 
outside of Glasgow but would happily travel to any 
area in or around Glasgow or the surrounding areas. 
I am very keen and eager to learn, I'm enthusiastic, 
outgoing, love meeting new people and I enjoy 
working hard no matter the job, more than willing to 
work my way from the bottom. Tattooing is where 
my heart lies and I would greatly appreciate anyone 
giving me a chance to get into the industry I love. I 
currently draw designs for people at the moment but 
have never personally tattooed as I have a strong 
belief that an apprenticeship is the way tattooing 
should be leamt and not through "scratching". If you 
would be willing to give me a chance to leam and 
prove myself please contact me on 07964084761 or on 
deansanarchy@hotmail.com Thanks for your time in 
reading this. (185) 

My name is Gary and Tm seeking a tattoo studio 
receptionist job in Yorkshire area. I'm hardworking 
and enthusiastic. Excellent references can be supplied. 
Contact 07534290210. {184) 



20-year-old female seeking part time apprenticeship in 
the West Midlands area- 1 years shop experience, and 
have done around 30 tattoos. Artistic, hardworking, and 
100% committed to the industry. Trustworthy reliable 
and friendly. lid8701fe J googlemail.co (184) 

Hi my name is Julie. I have recently London and I am 
desperately seeking an apprenticeship I position in a 
tattoo studio. I have two years experience of tattooing 
but now want to work professionally in a shop. I am 
also a qualified body piercer and I am a member of the 
British Body Piercing Association. I have a portfolio 
of my piercing and tattooing work. I have worked in 
a shop environment on a voluntary basis drawing out 
designs for the tattooists, booking appointments and 
cleaning the studio. I liave a foundation diploma in Art 
and Design and have enrolled on other art courses, 
which I will be starting soon. I am a very dedicated to 
ttiis profession and if you would be willing to take me 
on I will work extremely hard for you and your studio, I 
am very enthusiastic to leam this skilled art form. I have 
no drug / alcohol attitude problems and I get on well 
with people. I have a good sense of humor but can get 
on with my work. I enjoy a shop environment and have 
a friendly but professional manner with customers. I am 
willing to start at the bottom and learn this trade. If you 
can help please call me on 07970 770 903 / 020 S964 0133 
or email iuhemacmk^'hotniai]. co.uk (184) 



Artist required for busy studio in Gloucester. Needs 
to have at least 2 years experience and a very 
strong portfolio. Must be able to do large custom 
work as well as flash. Wo drink or drug problems. 
Email noTegTetstattoo@live.oo.uk or contact Ben 
on 07854316438. check out are web page at www. 
noregretsstudios.co.uk. (185) 

Dermagraffiti Tattoo Liverpool is a well-established, 
busy city centre studio and we are looking for a new 
full time tattoo artist. Previous studio experience 
and a portfolio is essential. No drug, alcohol, 
attitude problems. Contact us via our website www, 
dermagrafflti.co.uk or phone 0151 707 8094. (185) 

Chair for rent in clean professional tattoo/piercing 
studio. Well-established artist wanted, please call rod 
on 07875861285. (185) 

Wildcat Ink Tattoo & Piercing Studios are looking for 
professional tattoo artists. We have some current and 
upcoming full-time permanent vacancies in our City 
Centre studios as well guest spots from March thru 
September. Applicants should have excellent English, 
at least 5 years studio experience, and should apply 
with portfolio to in person in any of our studios, or to 
info© wildcat. ie (185) 

Full time / Part time Tattoo Artist wanted for a very 
busy shop in Basingstoke town centre, Hampshire. 
The business lias been established for over 10 
yrs. Currently there is two artists and now due to 
demand we need a tliird. Good portfolio required. 
www.area51basingstoke.com email duncan® 
area51basingstoke.com or tel 01256 335511 (185) 

Tattooist required for a new Tattoo/Piercing studio 
in Southampton. Minimum 3 years' shop experience. 
Must have a strong portfolio, be willing to take on 
flash & capable of custom work. We want someone 
who's friendly, reliable & has a passion for their job. 
Contact: Laura@dragstriptattoos.co.uk. (185) 



Escape to the country! 

Free hold lockup premises with permanent P.P. Low 
business rates split level building, area approx 48 
sg metres. Open plan reception, waiting and office/ 
drawing areas upstairs, two Tattoo rooms St WC 
downstairs. Character building on main road in Cornish 
harbour village. Good rep, est nine years, scope to 
expand, Unique Opportunity. 0IR0 £149,950. Contact 
Neil on 07922144511 (185) 

Star Crossed tattoo in Hong Kong is currently for 
sale at a very reasonable price. Star Crossed is Hong 
Kong's leading custom studio, with a large and varied 
clientele, any interested parties can enquire to 
mfo@starcrossedtattoo.com with the subject of "studio 
sale" (184) 
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Events Listings Forum 
Studio Directory 
Photography Profiles 
Reviews Artists Advice 
Features News Magazines 
Video and so much more... 

www.bigtattooplanet.com 
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INKLINATION 

12 Bemisters lane 
Gosport- Hampshire 
P012 1 HB 

+ 44 (0) 2392 520722 
www.inklination.co.uk 
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